Journal  of  Amiga  Users  Group  Inc.,  G.P.O.  Box  684E  Melbourne  3001  Victoria  Australia 
Registered  by  Australia  Post.  Publication  No.  PP  349018/0016 


Professional  Calc  2.0  3 

Amiga  Dos  part  9  7 

Newest  Dutch  Master  7 

Take  Care  to  Compare  9 


Sig  Reports 

10 

Multi  Millions 

12 

The  Fred  Fish 

Disk  Collection 

13 

Calendar 

16 

Number  87 


September  1993 


AMIGA  USERS  GROUP  INC. 

P.O.  Box  684E  Melbourne  3001,  Victoria  Australia. 


Who  Are  WE? 

The  Amiga  Users  Group  is  a  not-for-profit 
association  of  people  interested  in  the 
Amiga  computer  and  related  topics.  We 
DO  NOT  condone  software  piracy.  We  can 
be  reached  via  an  answering  machine  at: 

527  1995 
Membership 

Membership  of  the  Amiga  Users  Group  is 
available  for  an  annual  fee  of  $30. 
Membership  forms  are  available  from  AUG 
and  in  this  Journal.  Send  completed  form 
with  a  cheque  or  money  order  for  $30  to  the 
address  above. 


Disk  and  Book  Library 

AUG  has  an  extensive  collection  of  Amiga 
Related  Books,  Magazines  and  Tapes. 
Disks  from  our  Public  Domain  library  are 
available  for  $2  each  on  your  own  disks  or 
for  $4  each  on  AUG  supplied  disks,  which 
includes  postage.  Details  of  latest  releases 
are  printed  in  this  Journal  and  a  catalog  disk 
is  available. 

Member’s  Discounts 

AUG  negotiates  discounts  for  its  members 
on  hardware,  software  and  books. 
Currently,  TECHNICAL  BOOKS  in 
Swanston  Street  in  the  city  offer  AUG 
members  10%  discount  on  computer  related 
books,  as  does  McGILLS  in  Elizabeth 
Street.  ANOTHER  WORLD  computers  in 
Coburg,  MVB  Croydon  and  COMPUTER 
MAGIC  Moonee  Ponds  offer  good  deals, 
while  MAXWELLS  in  Abbotsford  offer 
10%  off  RRP  on  all  software. 


The  Bulletin  Boards 

The  AUG  operates  bulletin  boards  devoted 
to  the  Amiga.  They  can  be  accessed  24 
hours  a  day  on  the  numbers  listed  below  : 
Parameters  should  be  set  to  8  data  bits,  1 
stop  bit  and  no  parity. 

AmigaLink-I  =  792  3918 
Ratz  =  553  0305 

Amiga  Central 

Line  1  =  499  4908 
Line  2  =  499  6371 
Line  3  =  499  2798 

CLUB  EVENTS 

***4^*****:^*********** 

For  details  of  club  events 
and  meeting  dates,  check 
SIG  Reports  and  the  AUG 
calendar  inside  the  back  cover 

4^*********************** 


An  entry  fee  is  charged  by  the  groups  to 
cover  the  cost  of  hall  rental  and  light 
refreshments.  Meeting  times  and  directions 
are  listed  in  the  rear  of  the  Journal. 

Back  Issues  of  Workbench 

All  back  issues  of  Amiga  Workbench  are 
now  available,  for  $2  each  including 
postage.  Back  issues  are  also  available  at 
meetings. 


Workbench  Contributions 

Articles,  papers,  letters,  drawings,  cartoons 
and  comments  are  actively  sought  for 
publication.  Contributions  may  be  sent  in  on 
disk,  paper  or  uploaded  to  Amiga  Central  or 
Ratz  BBS’s  in  the  area  set  aside  for  this 
purpose.  Please  send  your  contribution  in 
text-only,  non-formatted  if  they  are  on  file 
and  remember  to  include  your  address  for 
return  of  disks.  Deadline  for  articles  is  the 
first  Wednesday  of  the  month  of  Publication. 
Contributions  can  be  sent  to:  The  Editor, 
AUG,  PO  Box  684E,  Melbourne  3001. 

Copyright 

and  Reprint  Privileges 

Amiga  Workbench  is  copyright  1993  by  the 
Amiga  Users  Group  Inc.  Articles  herein  that 
are  copyrighted  by  individual  authors  or 
otherwise  explicitly  marked  as  having 
restricted  reproduction  rights  may  not  be 
reprinted  or  copied  without  written 
permission  from  the  Amiga  Users  Group  or 
the  authors.  All  other  articles  may  be 
reprinted  for  any  non-commercial  purpose  if 
accompanied  by  a  credit  line  including  the 
original  author’s  name  and  the  words 
"Reprinted  from  Amiga  Workbench,  Journal 
of  the  Amiga  Users  Group,  PO  Box  684E, 
Melbourne  3001". 


Advertising 

The  Amiga  Users  Group  accepts 
commercial  advertising  in  Amiga 
Workbench  subject  to  available  space. 
Contact  the  Editor  for  rates  and  conditions. 


The  Amiga  Users  Group  Committee 


Club  Services 


Amiga  Central 

-  Gary  Gajic  (7pm  -  9pm) 

376  4378 

Co-ordinator 

-  Jim  Lewis 

562  8203 

A-link  1 

-  Bohdan  Ferens 

7921138 

Ass.  Coordinator 

-  Justin  Deeley 

583  8806 

Workbench 

-  John  Rowley 

527  7126 

Meeting  Chair 

-  Jeff  Kirkland 

571  0078 

Advertising 

-  Justin  Deeley 

583  8806 

Secretary 

-  Andrew  Breedon 

569  0632 

Treasurer 

-  Frank  Lowe 

326  1525 

Book  Library 

Disk  Library 

-  Nick  Diakoumis 

-  PatHeuvai 

523  0953 
7529483 

A.U.G.  Help-Network 

Membership  Officer  -  Howard  Alexander  Here  is  a  list  of  AUG  members  who  have  volunteered  to  share  their 

knowledge/experiences  with  others.  If  you  want  to  help  and  have 
your  name  listed  here  please  contact  the  editor.  They  are  not  listed 
in  any  order  or  priority.  Please  keep  contacts  to  reasonable 
NWAUG  Committee  (PO  Box  25,  Coburg  3058)  hours  (6  -  9  pm  unless  otherwise  noted)  and  remember  the  basis  of 

this  service  -  they  are  volunteers. 


Co-ordinator  -  Rohan  Safstrom  326  0995 

Ass.  Coordinator  -  Frank  Lowe  32 6  1525 

Meeting  Chair  -  Hugh  Leslie  370  4205 

Teasurer/Mem  -  GregRowbury  484  3909 

Book  Library  -  Darrel  Butcher  057/83 1772 

Disc  Library  -  Alan  Cheng  380  5588 


SEAUG  Committee 

Co-ordinator  -  Dick  Batholemew  589  5862 

Ass  Co-ord  -  Chris  Quonoey  ..  569  9390 

Secretary’  -  Robin  Whitehead  555  4757 

Treasurer/Memb  -  Tom  Barath  888  1304 


Introduction  to  the  Amiga  /  Prowrite 
Amiga  Basic  (Advanced) 

Amiga  -  A/C  and  AMOS  Basics 
(^Introductory),  Professional  Page 
C  (Advanced)- AZTEC 
C  (Advanced)- LATTICE,  TeX 
Amiga  Art,  Music 
Music,  Audio  Sampling,  MIDI 
Beginners  Help  Line 
Superbase,  Bridgeboard 
Beginners  Help /Amiga  Art 
Public  Domain 

Graphic  Arts  -  DPaint,  Sculpt,  etc 


Rudy  Kohut 
John  Elston 
Bill  Jordan 
Mai  Woods 
Andrew  Gelme 
Eric  Salter 
Norm  Christian 
Neil  Rutledge 
Russ  Lorback 
George  Wahr 
John  Barlow 
Rob  Pemberton 
Joe  Santamaria 


807  3911 

375  4142 
417  3521 
888  8129 
645  1744 
853  8857 
798  6552 
578  5724 
802  9333 

376  6180 
551  4760 
571  4579 
383  3509 
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Have  you  noticed  the  changes  in  the  names  over  at  the  left  there? 

I’m  back  as  editor  for  a  start,  after  last  issue  when  apparently  Jim  Berry 
decided  that  as  he  had  done  a  lot  of  editorial  leg  work  while  I  was  out  of 
commission  with  the  lurgi,  he  would  be  editor.  As  my  editorial  column 
last  month  was  pre-empted,  I’ll  repeat  my  thanks  to  Jim  and  to  Rob 
Pemberton  for  their  assistance  while  I  was  offline. 

Also  with  this  issue  Justin  Deeley,  who  has  done  the  printing  for  the  last 
two  issues,  has  taken  over  the  layout  as  well  as  the  printing. 

The  previous  A.U.G.  committee  accepted  Justin’s  offer,  in  June,  to  do 
the  full  bit  to  save  both  money  and  time  in  production  of  Workbench.  In 
the  past,  the  magazine  has  gone  through  the  hands  of  the  editor,  been 
passed  on  to  Jim  Berry  (for  layouts ),  then  on  to  yet  another  person  to 
print  proof  and  final  pages,  and  then  taken  to  KwikKopy  for  the  bulk 
printing  when  everything  was  right.  Our  thanks  to  Jim  for  the 
painstaking  attention  he  has  applied  to  the  layout  of  the  magazine. 

The  hope  is  that  with  fewer  hands  to  go  through  now,  Workbench  can 
operate  with  a  later  deadline  for  club  news  and  events,  and  meeting 
reports  and  other  items  which  would  be  out  of  date  if  held  over  to  the 
next  issue  as  the  old  system  would  require.  Of  course  we  still  want 
articles,  and  the  earlier  we  can  get  them  the  better,  mainly  because  I 
prefer  to  check  editorial  revisions  with  writers  whenever  possible,  and 
also  to  allow  us  to  better  balance  issues  and  spread  articles  over  issues 
as  appropriate. 

A  little  further  to  the  left,  on  the  inside  front  cover  (does  anyone  EVER 
read  that  page?)  are  some  more  changes  -  the  new  committee  elected  at 
the  AGM  last  month  is  now  running  the  A.U.G.,  and  they  are  making 
some  changes  already.  A  few  of  these  will  be  reflected  in  the  look  and 
content  of  Workbench,  in  an  attempt  to  make  it  more  relevant  to 
members  needs  and  responsive  to  readers  feedback;  this  will  be  much 
easier  if  we  actually  get  some  feedback  so  please  write,  or  leave  a 
message  on  one  of  the  Bulletin  Boards.  If  you  like  Workbench  as  it  is,  let 
us  know  that  too,  so  we  don’t  make  changes  no-one  really  wants! 

This  issue  also  sees  the  final  instalment  of  Jeff  Kirkland’s  excellent 
AmigaDOS  series,  so  if  you  have  an  interest  that  you’d  like  to  see 
covered,  let  us  know  what  we  should  look  at  for  the  next  in  depth  series 
of  articles.  Or,  maybe  you  could  write  the  next  in  depth  series  of 
articles,  and  see  your  name  over  there  at  the  left. 


Homesglen  Raffle 

1st  Prize  -  PC-Task  2.03  (worth  $50) 
2nd  Prize  -  Megadisc  (worth  $18) 
Tickets  $1.00 
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Just  $239.00 


Supports  Amiga  1.76Mb  &  1.44Mb  IBM  Formats! 
Suits  a/IAmigas  i  a  a  a  / 


/fit's  not  here  yet  it's  real  dose, 

Give  us  a  call  to  arrange  a  demo  of  your 
next  new  "Entertainment  System!" 


Pi  ease  Note:  1. 44Mb  IBM  Format  supported  through  Cross  Dos  etc  Only! 
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Prices  Subject  to  change  without  Notice 


THIS  ADVERTISEMENT  WAS  PRODUCED  ENTIRELY  ON  AN  AMIGA  COMPUTERI 


said  that  unless  you  could  handle  the 
problems  with  that  prog/ram  you  would 
be  better  off  trying  another  product. 
Version  2.0  of  Professional  Calc  has 
now  been  released  for  comparison. 

Professional  Calc  is  a  big  program  by 
Amiga  standards.  The  program  itself  is 
537,224  bytes  in  size  and  when  started 
in  the  default  standard  screen 
configuration  consumes  620,424  bytes 
of  ram  of  which  91,376  is  CHIP  ram. 
Opening  on  the  Workbench  screen, 
which  is  an  option,  will  use  slightly  less 
memory  as  would  setting  the  standard 
screen  to  use  4  colours  instead  of  8.  Of 
course,  going  the  other  way  and  opening 
a  256  colour  screen  (if  you  are  using  a 
new  Amiga  1200  or  4000)  would 
consume  more  memory.  Once  you  then 
add  in  the  actual  data  to  be  used  in  a 
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suddenly  need  one  of  those  bells  or  whistles  to  do  something  and 
cannot  respond! 


the  program 


spreadsheet,  it  becomes  obvious  that  With  Professional  Calc  you  get  over  130  built-in  functions  for  doing  general  math, 

running  on  a  machine  with  only  1  Meg  trigonometric,  statistical,  and  financial  calculations,  as  well  as  functions  for 

of  ram  is  dubious  for  any  serious  use.  decision-making  (,,Boolean,,),  database,  string  manipulation,  time,  index, 

error-trapping  and  style  control.  One  of  the  built-in  functions,  called  "REXX",  lets 
If  you  consider  this  to  be  a  large  you  use  the  ARexx  interface  to  have  another  program  use  data  from  the  spreadsheet, 

program,  consider  that  Excel  3  on  the  manipulate  it,  and  return  a  result  to  the  spreadsheet.  So  you  could  in  theory  have 

Macintosh  is  more  than  1.2  MB  in  size,  your  Professional  Calc  spreadsheet  use  another  program  to  do  calculations  it  cannot 

or  more  than  twice  as  large  as  handle  itself.  (This  is  different  from  the  ARexx  Script  Macro  language  -  see  below). 

Professional  Calc. 


Additional  to  these  built-in  functions  is  the  ability  to  define  your  own  functions  and 
When  you  buy  the  program  you  get  3  add  them  to  the  list  that  Professional  Calc  will  use.  For  additional  flexibility,  some 

disks  and  a  cheap  paperback  manual  of  functions  are  defined  that  allow  accessing  data  (read  only)  from  other  spreadsheets, 

about  190  pages  in  length.  There  is  also  either  open  in  memory  or  on  disk, 

a  1  page  manual  "update”  for  version  2.0 

features.  The  "Program"  disk  has  the  The  number  of  spreadsheets  you  have  open  at  one  time  depends  on  how  much 

main  program  as  well  as  the  "install"  memory  is  available.  Each  spreadsheet  can  have  up  to  65,000  rows  and  65,000 

program,  which  works  easily  and  just  as  columns  -  the  default  is  100  by  100  and  is  changed  in  preferences  within  the 

explained  in  the  manual.  The  "Utilities"  program.  The  manual  claims  that  empty  cells  are  not  saved  or  loaded  into  memory, 

disk  has  some  ARexx  example  files  and  yet  I  did  note  that  Professional  Calc  files  saved  were  about  twice  as  large  as  their 

a  directory  of  20  fonts  for  use  with  this  Lotus  1-2-3  equivalents.  I  also  noticed  that  the  Professional  Calc  default  worksheet 

and  other  programs.  The  fonts  include  I  saved  was  1900  bytes  in  size  versus  314  bytes  for  a  MaxiPlan4  equivalent.  I  can 

the  ".metric"  files  needed  for  Postscript  only  assume  that  the  greater  size  is  due  to  all  the  formatting  options  available  and 
output.  The  third  disk  has  a  number  of  included  in  the  file  header  information, 
example  files  that  demonstrate  the  use  of 

Professional  Calc  across  a  range  of  uses.  Professional  Calc  is  fairly  easy  to  come  to  grips  with.  It  has  extensive  menus  and 

sub-menus,  menu  requesters  and  a  "Control  Panel"  with  common  features  accessible 
Despite  being  half  as  large  as  Excel  on  through  clicking  on  icons.  Moving  through  the  ceils  is  easy  with  keyboard  or 

the  Macintosh,  Professional  Calc  mouse,  and  data  entry  or  editing  is,  again,  straightforward, 

provides  comparable  basic  functionality. 

The  bells  and  whistles  of  Excel  are  While  the  manual  gives  a  good  general  introduction  to  the  program,  I  found  it 
reflected  in  the  relative  prices  of  the  lacking  in  examples  for  critical  functions,  leaving  the  user  the  task  of  experimenting, 

programs:  about  $450  for  Excel  4  versus  I  found  by  accident  that  when  strings  are  to  be  entered  in  a  formula  you  must  use 

about  $180  for  Professional  Calc.  From  double  quotes  and  not  single  quotes  around  the  string.  Such  a  simple  but  critical 

my  experience,  most  of  the  options  message  should  have  been  in  the  manual.  Other  items  that  the  user  needs  to  know 

available  in  Excel  are  rarely  used.  are  in  the  manual  but  not  highlighted  or  given  the  emphasis  needed.  For  example, 

However,  that  does  not  matter  if  you  you  need  to  know  that  when  entering  a  formula  in  a  cell  it  must  begin  with  an  "=" 
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sign.  This^ritical  information  is  in  the 
middle  of  a  paragraph  on  page  4-5.  It  is 
not  highlighted.  Nor  is  there  an  entry 
for  this  in  the  index.  If  you  buy  the 
program,  read  the  manual  with  care  and 
mark  critical  facts  and  add  references  to 
the  index  yourself.  The  program  does 
not  have  any  built-in  "help",  which  is  a 
pity  given  the  poor  manual.  (By  the 
way,  the  Chart  menus  have  two  new 
additions  which  aren’t  mentioned 
anywhere  -  neither  in  the  manual 
addendum  for  version  2.0  nor  the  disk 
"read  me"  file.  Funnily  enough,  I 
noticed  one  of  them  when  I  was 
wondering  why  it  wasn’t  possible  to 
change  the  font  for  the  chart  axes,  and 
behold,  that’s  what  it  does!). 

For  repetitive  tasks  the  user  can  create 
simple  macros  that  repeat  keystrokes,  or 
can  develop  complex  ’ARexx  script 
macros’  that  can  be  launched  either  from 
a  menu  or  by  double-clicking  on  a  cell 
in  the  spreadsheet  (you  must  have 
ARexx  running  on  your  computer). 
Either  a  simple  macro  or  an  ARexx 
script  macro  can  start  automatically 
when  the  spreadsheet  is  opened.  The 
ARexx  command  set  within  Professional 
Calc  is  extensive  but  inexplicably  does 
not  cover  the  charting  functions. 

Professional  Calc  has  included  a 
"database"  analysis  feature  which  is 
close  to  the  industry  standard  in 
functionality  ie.  the  ability  to  define 
multiple  databases,  multiple  criteria  for 
sorting  or  searching,  etc.  It  does  lack  a 
"Data  Form"  user  interface  that  is  found 
on  most  other  similar  programs 
including  Maxiplan4. 

Charting  is  good  as  well,  with  a  basic 
selection  of  2D  and  3D  line,  bar,  pie, 
column,  X-Y  and  area  charts  that  cover 
the  majority  of  user  needs.  Chart 
options  are  extensive  over  all  aspects  of 
the  layout  of  each  chart.  In  version  2.0, 
the  option  has  been  added  of  being  able 
to  save  chart  definitions  to  file  and  load 
them  again.  While  the  number  of 
options  for  individualising  charts  is 
extensive,  the  user  interface  to  access 
those  options  is  daunting.  For  example, 
there  are  16  different  options  for  the 
chart  axes  on  the  axis  requester,  10  on 
the  legend  requester,  and  so  on.  Each 
type  of  chart  has  its  own  options 
requester  as  well,  with  buttons  to  bring 
up  other  requesters.  Every  "data  piece" 
drawn  on  a  chart  can  be  given  a  different 


colour  and/or  pattern,  for  example, 
every  bar  on  a  bar  chart.  With  all  those 
options,  what  I  missed  was  having  the 
ability  to  set  some  "global"  options, 
such  as  the  ability  to  set  the  font  to 
something  other  than  the  default  (topaz 
8). 

Professional  Calc  includes  commands  to 
hide  or  reveal  columns  or  rows  and  to 
create  "outlines”  that  provide  a 
hierarchy  or  rows  and  columns  to  view. 
This  feature  will  also  affect  what  does  or 
does  not  appear  in  a  printout  or  an 
export  operation. 

Importing  and  exporting  data  is  fairly 
well  handled.  I  have  managed  to  import 
Lotus  1-2-3  files  and  "CSV"  format  files 
with  no  problems.  (Earlier  versions 
appear  to  have  had  problems).  The  files 
in  question  were  generated  by  Excel  on 
the  Macintosh.  I  have  imported  and 
exported  data  to  and  from  Pro  Write  3.3 
using  the  system  clipboard  capability  of 
both  programs  as  well  as  their  text  file 
reading/writing  ability;  again  without 
problem.  Professional  Calc  seems  to 
pay  great  attention  to  the  Lotus  1-2-3 
link,  to  the  extent  that  it  includes  Lotus 
1-2-3  function  names  that  are  equivalent 
to  and  can  be  used  in  place  of 
Professional  Calc  function  names,  if 
required.  Charts  can  be  exported  in  IFF, 
Aegis  Draw  Plus,  Professional  Draw, 
Postscript  and  EPS  (Encapsulated 
Postscript)  formats.  On  the  down  side, 
Professional  Calc  makes  a  mess  of 
importing  Maxiplan  files! 

The  most  awkward  part  of  Professional 
Calc  relates  to  the  printing  functions. 
There  is  an  unfortunate  use  of 
terminology  that  can  create  some 
confusion.  The  program  refers  to  two 
types  of  "output":  Postscript  and 
"dot-matrix".  Using  "output"  instead  of 
"print"  seems  odd  in  itself.  Referring  to 
all  non-Postscript  output  as  "dot-matrix" 
is  odder  still.  The  use  of  the  words 
"sideways  output"  in  place  of 
"landscape"  printing  and  the  words 
"graphic  dump"  in  place  of  "graphic 
mode  print"  also  requires  some  mental 
adjustment.  While  one  can  often  rejoice 
in  the  individuality  shown  by  programs, 
I  use  too  many  to  need  the  aggravation 
of  learning  yet  another  list  of  words  for 
common  functions. 

Anyway,  the  real  problem  with 
Professional  Calc  is  that  not  all  the  print 


options  are  accessible  through  the 
program  interface.  For  "dot-matrix" 
output,  the  program  uses  the  Workbench 
printer  preferences  and  these  are  not 
changeable  within  the  program.  You 
only  get  to  choose  "to  disk",  "sideways" 
or  "graphic  dump"  from  within  the 
program.  For  Postscript  printing,  the 
"output"  requester  allows  choice  of 
"EPS"  (Encapsulated  Postscript), 
sideways  or  colour,  plus  four  margin 
settings.  You  can  also  choose  to  print  to 
file  or  select  the  printer  port.  Incredibly, 
a  page  size  option  for  Postscript  was 
only  added  in  version  2.0  but  is  included 
only  in  the  "Tooltypes"!  This  is  a  most 
awkward  arrangement  indeed,  for  if  you 
need  to  change  page  size  you  have  to 
quit  the  program,  change  the  "Tooltype" 
and  start  again. 

Still,  with  the  ability  to  choose  fonts, 
font  sizes  and  different  styles,  the  output 
from  Professional  Calc  is  potentially  of 
high  quality  depending  on  your  printer. 
The  Postscript  option  is  now  enhanced 
in  version  2.0  by  the  inclusion  of  a 
special  Postscript  Prolog  file  to  handle 
extended  character  sets.  Unfortunately, 
I  haven’t  direct  access  to  a  colour  printer 
to  test  the  quality  of  the  colour  output. 

I  have  to  say  that  the  program  is  very 
fast  even  on  a  standard  A500.  If  you 
have  an  accelerated  machine  with  a 
math  co-processor,  the  program  will  fly. 
Large  and  complex  spreadsheets  should 
be  able  to  be  handled  easily. 

To  date  I  have  managed  to  generate  a 
"GURU"  only  once  -  when  I  referenced 
a  cell  outside  the  spreadsheet  boundary 
in  a  function  argument.  The  program 
should  have  returned  an  error  message 
but  decided  to  collapse  instead.  The 
HLOOK0  and  VLOOK0  functions 
don’t  work  exactly  as  advertised  in  the 
manual  but  are  close  enough.  The 
functions  which  change  the  colour  of  a 
cell  contents  depending  on  set 
conditions  are  quirky  -  they  not  only 
change  the  colour  but  add  the  colour 
value  to  the  cell  contents.  To  avoid 
problems,  multiply  the  colour  function 
argument  by  zero.  The  only  other 
problem  I’ve  had  was  with  the  setting  of 
the  tooltype  for  the  ARexx  window  -  the 
manual  example  uses  "Newcon:"  which 
doesn’t  exist  under  AmigaDos  2.x  or 
3.x.  The  ARexx  script  macros  won’t  run 
properly  unless  the  tooltype  uses  "Con:" 
instead. 


Professional  Calc  is  "hotlinked"  to  Gold 
Disk’s  text  editor  "TransWrite",  if  you 
have  that  product  running  in  the 
background.  This  will  allow  the 
creation  and  editing  of  "extended  cell 
notes"  and  Arexx  Script  Macro’s 
without  having  to  leave  the  program. 

So,  what  is  missing?  Well,  Professional 
Calc  does  need  a  few  things  to  qualify  as 
a  first  rate  program.  To  start  with,  it 
needs  an  UNDO  feature  and  some 
on-line  help,  especially  with  function 
arguments  that  are  sensitive  to  how  the 
data  is  set  out. 

More  seriously,  circular  references 
should  be  identified  by  the  program  and 
the  user  queried  if  the  program  is  to 
continue  or  abort.  At  that  point,  the 
program  could  ask  for  the  user  to 
confirm  or  vary  the  number  of  iterations 
required.  In  addition  to  the  number  of 
iterations,  the  program  should  allow  the 
user  to  specify  a  maximum  value  not  to 
be  exceeded  by  the  calculation  on  any 
one  cycle  of  iteration.  The  program 
should  also  give  the  user  some  means  of 
identifying  precedent  and  dependent 
cells  (dire  t  and  indirect)  for  any  cell  on 
the  spreadsheet  A  separate  window  that 


opens  up  to  give  not  only  that  type  of 
information  but  also  formula,  style,  and 
cell  note  data  would  be  extremely  useful 
and  would  help  in  "auditing"  the 
spreadsheet.  Such  auditing  ouFd  also  be 
helped  if  you  could  display  cells  by  their 
"Names"  as  well  as  by  formula  or  value. 

Cell  names  are  allocated  on  an  absolute 
basis,  which  means  that  if  the  data  is  cut 
and  pasted  to  another  part  of  the 
spreadsheet  the  names  don’t  move  too. 
This  is  acceptable  in  some  situations  but 
not  others.  The  option  to  make  cell 
names  relative  should  be  available. 

Greater  consideration  should  be  given  to 
ease  of  use  by  the  user.  For  example, 
the  tab  key  is  usually  available  in 
spreadsheets  to  move  the  cursor  to  the 
right  one  cell  after  data  entry.  This  does 
not  happen  in  Professional  Calc.  The 
cursor  keys  are  not  available  for 
movement  within  the  cell  editing  box  - 
they  should  be.  All  program  options 
should  be  settable  by  the  user  from 
within  the  program,  not  through 
"tooltypes"  or  by  needing  to  access  the 
Workbench  preferences  programs. 

In  summary,  Professional  Calc  has  the 
potential  to  become  a  great  Amiga 


program.  It  is  more  stable  and  less 
quirky  than  Maxiplan4.  The  changes 
that  are  needed  to  bring  the  program  up 
to  a  high  quality  level  axe  few,  and  Gold 
Disk  has  a  reputation  for  improving  their 
products.  At  the  price,  Professional 
Calc  is  good  value. 
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Kickstart  2.04  or  greater 
Hard  Drive 
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Michal  Todorovic 
Gold  Disk  Inc., 

Mississauga,  Ontario 
Canada 


WorkBench 


COMPUTA  MAGIC  PTY  LTD 

44  PASCOE  VALE  ROAD,  MOONEE  PONDS,  VIC,  3039. 
PHONE  (03)  326-01 33  FAX  (03)  370-8352 


ELECTRONIC  DESIGN 
PRICES  FALL  ON  CURRENT  STOCKS 
CASH  PRICES 

PAL  GENLOCK  NOW  ONLY  $499.00 
Y/C  GENLOCK  NOW  ONLY  $  699.00 
VIDEO  CONVERTOR  $325.00 
FRAMESTORE  $  699.00 
DKB  SOFTWARE 
NOW  IN  STOCK  AT  SPECIAL  AUG  PRICES 
CASH  ONLY,  WHILE  STOCKS  LAST 
DKB 1202  -  CO  PROCESSOR  RAM  FOR 
A  1200  -  $  354.00  $289.00 
A1 200  COCK  MODULE  $59:95  49.95 
MEGACHIP  2  MB  CHIP  RAM  A500/A2000 
$  379:00  $329.00 

ROMBO 

CASH  ONLY  LIMITED  STOCKS 
VIDI12  AMIGA  $289.00  $259.00 
MEGAMIX  MASTER  AUDIO  DIGITISER 

TAKE  2  $11 9.00$  99.00 


September  1993 


GOLDEN  IMAGE 
CASH  ONLY  WHILE  STOCKS  LAST 
3.5  FLOPPY  DRIVE-$-4-39t99  $125.00 
2  MB  PCMCIA  CARD  $225.00 
OPTOMECHANICAL  MOUSE  $  39.95 
CORDLESS  MOUSE  $  49.95 
BRUSH  MOUSE  240  DPI  $49.95 
OTHER  SPECIALS 
LIMITED  STOCKS  CASH  ONLY 
EX  CBM  DEMO  1084S  $229.00 
120  MB  CONNER  SCSI  H/DR1VES  $  375.00 
52  MB  QUANTUM  SCSI  H/DRIVES  $  300.00 
QUARTERBACK  5.0.3  $59.95 
PROWRITE  3.3UK  $89.95 
AMIGA  GAMES  DISCOUNTED  BETWEEN  10% 
AND  50%,  COME  AND  CHECK  OUT  THE  RANGE. 

ALL  PRICES  FOR  CASH,  CREDIT  CARD 
SURCHARGE  APPLIES,  AND  AUG  CARD  MUST  BE 
SHOWN  PROIR  TO  PURCHASE  FOR  DISCOUNT 

PRICES. 
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JOT ere  is  the  last  of  Jeffs  series  on 
bringing  AmigaDOS  to  the  masses. 
This  month  he  explains  the  finer  points  of 
wildcards  and  their  many  uses 

Part  9 

One  thing  that  can  prove  both  useful  and  dangerous  in  AmigaDOS 
are  wildcards.  Wildcards  let  you  specify  part  of  a  name  and 
AmigaDOS  will  try  to  find  names  that  match  it.  The  AmigaDOS 
wildcards  are  ?,  %,  |  and  #. 

The  ?  tells  AmigaDOS  to  substitute  an  unknown  character.  As  an 
example  typing  ’DIR  page7.doc’ <CR>  would  locate  files  named 
’pagel.doc’,  ’page3.doc’  and  ’page9.doc’  but  it  wouldn’t  find  a  file 
called  ’pagel0.doc’.  This  is  because  we’ve  told  AmigaDOS  to 
substitute  just  one  character,  and  the  ’10’  is  two  characers. 

The  #  tells  DOS  to  substitute  any  number  of  characters.  Typing 
’DIR  page#?.doc’<CR>would  find  ’pagel.doc’,  ’pagel0.doc’  and 
even  ’page_temp_l.doc’.  In  fact  it  will  find  any  filename  starting 
with  ’page’  and  ending  in  ’.doc’,  including  ’page.doc’  with  nothing 
between  ’page’  and  the  ’.doc’. 


These  wildcard  commands  can 
be  used  by  DIR,  LIST, 
DELETE  and  COPY. 

Remember  to  be  especially 
careful  if  you  use  wildcards 
with  the  DELETE  command.  It 
is  quite  easy  to  delete  more  than 
just  the  file  you  were  intending. 
DELETE  #?  will  delete  every 
file  in  the  directory. 

This  is  the  last  of  the 
AmigaDOS  articles.  While 

there  are  many  more 
AmigaDOS  commands  and 

functions  that  I  could  write 
about,  this  series  was  intended 
to  give  the  new  Amiga  owner  a 
basic  grounding  in  DOS. 
Anyone  who  has  followed  this 
series  from  start  to  finish  should 
be  equipped  to  handle  most 

day-to-day  AmigaDOS 

problems. 


The  |  (the  character  above  the  ")")  means  OR.  DIR  (a#?|c#?)<CR>  Thanks  to  all  those  who  have 

will  give  a  list  of  all  files  starting  with  either  A  or  C.  DIR  given  me  encouragement  and 

#?(.doc|.txt)  would  find  all  the  files  that  ended  in  either  .doc  or  .txt.  feedback  over  the  last  twelve 

months. 

The  %  means  a  NULL  (or  non)  character.  For  example  -  DIR 

A(B|%).doc  would  find  AB.doc  or  A.doc.  Ed  note:  Wildstar  vers  1.2  can 

be  found  on  Fish  #611, 

AmigaDOS  2.0  and  above  can  also  use  the  *  character  as  a  available  from  the  Club 

wildcard  in  much  the  same  way  as  MS-DOS  does.  This  feature  has  Library, 
to  be  turned  on  by  using  software.  I  use  a  small  program  called 
WILDSTAR  available  from  the  AUG’s  Fred  Fish  collection)  to  do 
this  but  there  are  several  others  that  can  be  found  on  BBS’s.  With 
the  wildstar  option  enabled  it  is  possible  to  use  DIR  *.*  instead  of 
DIR  #?.  I  guess  this  is  just  to  make  MS-DOS  users  feel  a  little 
more  at  home  when  they  come  to  their  senses  and  move  to  the 
Amiga  environment. 
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WorkB  ench 


^MipotherputcBWlaster^ 
f  lie  Wideo: Backup  System 


by  Russ  Lorbeck 


As  featured  at  last  July’s  AUG 
meeting  at  Holmesglen,  here’s 
the  promised  bells  &  whistles 
review  of  the  Video  Backup 
System. 

I  suppose  most  of  you 
fortunate-hard  drive  owners 
have,  like  me,  lost  some  data  at 


needed,  and  you  use  a  normal 
VCR  and  normal  high-quality 
video  tape  to  save  your 
partitions  on;  hmmmm.  It  is 
claimed  to  work  on  all 
Amigas  (except  A3 000)  using 
OS  1.2  or  higher,  including 
AGA  machines.  There  is  an 
add-on  available  to  get  the 


A  clear  diagram  helps  to 
prepare  one  to  hook  up  the 
machine  and  start  the  program. 
A  few  small  problems  arose  at 
the  setting-up  stage  -  firstly, 
the  wires  supplied  have  RCA 
connectors  (called  CINCH  in 
Europe?)  and  they  need  to 
connect  to  the  Video  In/Video 


some  time  and  then  thought 
‘Well  it  really  is  about  time  I 
did  abackup  isn’t  it!’  OK  - 
what  are  the  options? 

First  I  used  BRU  (a  Backup  & 
Restore  Utility  included  with 
Workbench  2.0),  and  created  a 
lovely  collection  of  about  35 
disks  (for  about  30Mb)  -  lotsa 
time  and  lotsa  ‘lost’  disks,  and 
a  most  unwieldy  program  to 
use  -  you  can’t  easily  read  the 
backup  disks  and  there  is  no 
indexed  method  of  restoring 
files  -  just  grind  through  the 
disks  until  BRU  comes  to  the 
file(s)  you  want. 


required  black  and  white 
composite  signal  from  an 
A3000  to  enable  VBS  to 
function. 

The  package  comes  in  one  of 
those  video-type  cases  with  the 
hardware,  a  manual  and  a  disk. 
The  majority  of  the  manual  has 
been  written  in  very  clear 
English  (except  for  a  portion  of 
the  Help  chapter  which  seems 
awkwardly  translated).  It 
contains  good  straight  forward 
explanations  of  what  the 
program  does  and  how  it 
achieves  this,  together  with 
lots  of  hints  and  suggestions 


Out  jacks  which  are  BNC  on 
my  VCR.  I  found  a  spare  set  of 
converters  in  the 

handy-connections-box 
fortunately;  secondly,  one 
(optional)  wire  leads  to  the 
Composite  In  of  your  monitor  - 
ok  if  you  run  a  1084,  but  not 
for  my  monitor  so  I  don’t 
know  what  this  wire  achieves; 
the  backup  process  was  not 
affected  though.  Thirdly,  the 
system  assumes  that  your 
VCR’s  counter  works  in 
hr:min:sec  mode  so  my  strictly 
numeric  counter  had  to  be  used 
differently  than  the  maimer 
described  in  the  manual. 


The  next  alternative  was  to 
think  about  a  Streaming  Tape 
unit,  but  the  price  of  this  -  over 
$1000  including  software!!  - 
welllll. 

A  new  product  recently  arrived 
on  the  market  entitled  Video 
Backup  System  (VBS)  from 
Holland,  and  its  price,  attracted 
my  attention.  For  around 
$A150,  the  program  supplies 
(nearly)  all  the  hardware 


for  efficient  usage  and  some 
helpful  screen  dumps.  I  did 
find  the  section  on  the  File 
Requestor  a  bit  long,  but  some 
users  may  really  appreciate  it. 
You  can  select  to  backup  either 
in  Floppy  mode  -  a  track-by 
track  floppy  disk  image  with 
an  option  for  multiple  floppies 
-  or  Filesystem  mode.  The 
latter  is  for  backing  up  any 
filesystem  device  such  as 
RAD:,  DH1:  or  any  directory. 


OK.  All  wired  up,  instructions 
read  and  re-read  and  off  we  go. 
I  selected  the  partition  I 
wanted  to  backup,  then  easily 
de-selected  a  few  files  I  could 
do  without,  and  pressed  the 
Start  button.  The  program  first 
of  all  performs  a  check  of  the 
physical  connections;  it 
reported  that  something  was 
wrong  with  my  set-up.  I 
checked  everything  but  could 
find  no  obvious  problem,  so  I 


disabled  this  check  using  a 
supplied  "  Tool-Type,  and 
Started  again.  You  enter  the 
VCR’s  counter  position  and 
where  to  send  your  log  file  to, 
then  start  the  VCR  and  finally 
Left-click.  You  are  then 
greeted  with  a  title  on  the 
monitor  giving  the  date  and 
details  of  the  backup.  After  a 
few  seconds,  the  screen 
changes  to  show  4  columns  of 
changing  bar-codes,  then  solid 
lines  as  the  next  section  of  the 
partition  is  read. 

Advice  in  the  README  file  is 
most  pertinent  -  disable  your 
screen-blanker  before  using 
this  program  (a  video  signal  is 
essential  to  its  working).  Then 
retire  to  plan  the  next  chapter 


of  your  autobiography,  and, 
estimating  that  VBS  will 
record  about  37Mb  in  an  hour, 
return  at  about  the  right  time  to 
stop  your  VCR  when  told  to  on 
your  monitor.  Details  then 
appear  concerning  the  date, 
title  and  length  of  the  backup. 

Seemed  pretty  easy,  but  how 
was  I  going  to  check  the  copy? 
Simple:  just  use  the  Verify 
option.  Rewind  your  tape  to 
the  beginning  of  this  backup 
file,  using  your  counter,  and 
press  the  Verify  button.  The 
program  reads  a  portion  of  the 
tape,  instantly  compares  it  with 
the  disk  section  and  reports 
any  file  containing 
discrepancies.  I  had  none 
reported  so  my  pleasant 


feelings  about  VBS  were 
confirmed. 

Restoring  is  similar  to 
verifying,  but  you  have  the 
option  of  restoring  all,  or  part 
of,  a  backup  file;  a  step  by  step 
set  of  instructions  again  leads 
you  through  the  operation. 
The  original  tree  structure  is 
resurrected,  but  existing  files 
are  never  over-written  on  the 
hard  disk  -  a  nice  precaution. 

Summary:  120Mb  of  data 
backed  up  on  a  3  hour  video 
tape  at  less  than  $10  and  my 
mind  is  more  at  rest 
concerning  hard-drive 

catastrophes  than  it  has  ever 
has  been  before;  a  worthy 
investment! 


riOt  e  ‘Buyers  C 

^  P.O.  BOX  4  86 


V'  P.O.  BOX  486  V/C/v, 

')  Box  Hill  Victoria  3128  2^ 

Fax  (03)  808-8308  Phone  (03)  808-8308 


r*  \  Advanced  Manual  supplement 
cW  .  [foA  PROFESSIONAL  CALC®  V2.0 

box  Hill  Victoria  312  8  2^r  _  Try°J7  '  W)  TL  A 

WA  Fax  (03)  808-8308  Phone  (03)  808-8308  ^1?  V%(ul(B(Q)'  M&ClkMjp 

SuperBase  4  Pro  &  Personal  In  Stock  „  OO 

1  m  A.ttstralza,n  Distnrzbutoir 

Hard  DriV&S  Dealer  Enquiries  Welcome 

§£|I  'g§  g  §g*g  %  Brilliance  (finally)  IN  STOCK!!  (it’s  GREA  T) 

3  1/2"  SCSI  to  2. 1Gb  - mmr  - - - \ 

5  1/4"  SCSI-2  to  2.9Gb  ********* JE^***** 

SCSI  Tape  Backup  Units  facing  la  gflrftevlnQ  J 

_  PC-Task  V2.03  here  NOW  $50.00 

f  Special  Pricing !!!  \  "c"  V6.x  $ 395.00 

Software  Buyer  Service^recently 
attained  Commodore  V.A.R.  status 

Competitive  Pricing  always !  We  can  now  fill  all  your  Amiga 

Newest  Software  needs  &  desires.  Try  us.  E-  &  o.e 

CSallfor  Best  Prices  Mffl®  -  Mkm  -  M®m  -  CAUL  $ ^41©! 


Sana  in  gy  Bcrftevlna 


PC-Task  V2.03  here  NOW  $50.00 
SAS  "C"  V6.x-  $395.00 

Software  Buyer  Service  has  recently 
attained  Commodore  V.A.R.  status 
We  can  now  fill  all  your  Amiga 
needs  &  desires.  Try  us.  E-  &  o.e. 

farm  «  Mmm  -  QAHJL 
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Take  care  when  you  compare  l 

Michael  Granai  takes. a  look  at  the  real 
differences  between  the  Amiga  and  PC- 


Many  Amiga  users  are  looking  at 
the  over-kill  specification  of  the 
IBM  PC  clones,  and  are 

mistakenly  making  direct 
cost-performance  comparisons. 

Beware  of  Imitations 
The  Amiga  is  an  original, 
proprietary  design,  manufactured 
by  a  company  that  owns,  develops 
and  supports  the  brand. 

Commodore  has  been  making 
Amiga  for  eight  years  and  intends 
to  make  it  for  some  time  to  come. 

With  a  few,  very  pricey 

exceptions,  PC  clones  are 
assembled  from  a  grab  bag  of  bits. 
They  are  not  the  product  of  an 
original  equipment 

Manufacturer/Developer,  but  of  a 
branded  box  Assembler.  Don’t 
expect  innovative  product 
development  or  long-term  support 
from  a  kit  maker. 

IBM  Incompatibles 
An  "IBM  compatible"  is  simply 
not  100%  compatible  with  IBM 
standards.  International  Business 
Machines  Corporation  supports 
their  own  operating  system  and 
electronic  architecture.  OS/2  -  not 
Windows.  Micro  Channel 
architecture  (not  an  EISA  VESA 
Local,  Met,  Greyhound  or  School 
bus).  Clones  are  Microsoft 
incompatibles. 

WYSIWYG  or  WYGINWWAF? 
No  PC  is  truly  WYSIWYG  or 
What  You  See  Is  What  You  Get. 
They  are  all  WYGINWWAF 
(pronounced  "Wigginwaff")  or 
What  You  Get  is  Not  What  Was 
Asked  For. 


Windows  screens  are  inaccurate 
representations  running  on  an 
overlay  program  manager. 
Windows  is  not  yet  an  operating 
system,  which  is  why  it  is  so  slow 
and  cumbersome.  The  PC  is  a  text 
based  machine,  straining  at  trying 
to  handle  graphical  output  linked 
to  analogue  input  (a  mouse).  (On 
most  clones,  the  mouse  card  even 
uses  up  an  expansion  slot!) 

Object  oriented  operation, 
multitasking  and  colour  graphics 
are  best  handled  by  a  machine  and 
operating  '  system  developed 
together  to  handle  them.  Such  an 
integrated  system,  pioneered  by 
the  Amiga  Lorraine  Corporation, 
continues  to  advance  since  its  1985 
debut. 

Inactivity  or  Productivity? 

Which  would  you  rather  have,  an 
incredibly  powerful  computer 
weighted  down  by  inefficient 
operating  systems  and  program 
design  -  or  a  lean,  mean  and  fast 
machine. 

The  performance  specification  of 
an  MS-DOS  machine  disguises  the 
fact  that  it  has  more  to  do  than  it 
can  handle,  which  leaves  the  PC 
user  waiting  and  waiting  for 
action.  The  high  efficiency  Amiga 
operating  system  allows  programs 
to  run  smoother  and  faster  than 
their  PC  equivalents,  by  making 
the  best  use  of  system  resources. 

We  are  yet  (hopefully  never)  to  see 
an  operating  system  that  requires 
60-70  megabytes  of  hard  disk 
space  and  requires  several 
megabytes  of  RAM  and  virtual 
memory  plus  the  fastest  possible 


processing  to  run.  Namely  IBM 
OS/2  (jointly  developed  by 
Microsoft  and  IBM)  and  Microsoft 
Windows  NT. 

For  example,  the  new  OS/2  takes 
6-8  hours  to  install  from  floppy 
disk  and  then  has  14  HD  floppies 
(20  megabytes)  of  bug  fixes  to 
install. 

Starting  Blocks 

An  Amiga  takes  moments  to  run 
from  power  up  (*I  wish  -  ed). 
Starting  OS/2  uses  the  time  it  takes 
to  eat  a  cut  lunch.  (I  saw  this  every 
day  on  a  recent  job  with  IBM.) 
Afternoon  tea  and  a  toilet  break  are 
needed  to  cover  for  the  shut-down 
sequence.  Windows  NT  (For  "Not 
Today"?)  should  be  no  better.  The 
current  Windows  3.1  can  take 
several  minutes  to  start. 

The  Real  Deal 

Hardware 

The  cheapest  Amiga  starts  at  under 
$1,000  and  heads  up  to  $4,500  at 
recommended  retail  prices  - 
monitor  not  included.  A 
Commodore  dealer  can  sell  you 
whatever  specification  of  Amiga 
you  want. 

On  recent  figures  -  a  genuine  IBM 
486  33  DX,  with  129  megabyte 
IDE  hard  drive  and  4  megabytes  of 
RAM  costs  $3,320  -  monitor  not 
included.  An  IBM  is  typically 
$600  to  $1,000  more  than  the 
equivalent  clone.  Any  faster 
genuine  IBM  is  not  available 
through  retail  outlets  and  must  be 
ordered  direct  from  IBM  Australia. 

In  terms  of  clones,  only  the  fastest 
and  most  expensive  EISA  bus 
machines  can  match  the  Amiga 
4000  32  bit  architecture.  This 
makes  the  4000  a  high 
performance  bargain. 


To  matcjj  the  Amiga  '  sound 
capability,  a  sound  card  is  needed 
at  around  $350.  To  match  the 
Amiga  display  speed,  a  Windows 
accelerator  is  required  -  also 
around  $350.  So  add  $700  to  the 
price  -  and  you  still  can’t  record 
direct  to  videotape  because  of  the 
PAL  incompatible  PC  VGA 
output 

OPERATING  SYSTEMS 
MS-DOS  6.0  @  $199  + 

Windows  3.1  @  $225  =  $424  * 
AmigaDOS  2.1  or  higher  =  $147 

SOFTWARE 

Top  quality  Amiga  productivity 
software  is  a  fraction  of  the  price 
of  equivalent  MS-DOS  software. 

For  example: 

DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 
Quark  X-Press  for  Windows 

$1885.00 

Pagemaker  for  Windows 

$1445.00 

PageStream  or  Professional  Page 
for  Amiga 

under  $300.00 

WORD  PROCESSING 
Microsoft  Word  for  Windows 

$735.00 

Final  Copy  II  for  Amiga 

$150.00 

Pro  Write  3.3  for  Amiga 

$100.00 


IN  REAL  TERMS 
An  Amiga  1200  HD  computer 
with  PageStream  or  Professional 
Page  and  a  top  word  processor 
costs  less  than  the  price  of  Quark 
X-Press! 


1994  AUG  Annual  General  Meeting 
Holmesglen  17th  August 

Well  -  what  a  meeting.  Some  would  say  pure  joy  at  such  efficiency, 
while  others  might  suspect  "behind  the  scenes"  plotting.  Well,  unlike 
previous  years  where  we  had  to  beg  to  fill  positions,  this  time  it  went  like 
clock  work.  Even  Lester,  who  did  his  usual  job  as  "returns  officier"  was 
suprised.  Now  just  maybe  wouldn’t  it  be  fun  if  Canberra  could  operate 
like  this...  But  hey  that’s  fantasy,  this  is  real  life!  .Lets  all  wish  the  "new" 
committee  luck  in  making  the  Club  and  the  Amiga  a  greater  success  than 
it  already  is.. 

Ward  Horsfall. 

(Late  Meeting  Chair) 

You’ll  find  a  list  of  the_  93j94_  AUG  committee  on  the  inside  cover _ 

Music  SIG  Report 

by  (EX  Co-ordinator)  Norm  Christian. 

1  quote  hereunder  several  extracts  from  last  month’s  report,  with  certain 
highly  relevant  words  capitalised. 

1:  "  With  so  many  AUG  members  now  having  the  same  keyboard,  great 
possibilities  open  up.  For  a  start,  we  will  all  be  able  to  swap  data  chimps 
and  files,  without  the  necessity  of  editing  the  latter;  also  it  seems  to  me 
that  a  series  ofPSS-51  orientation  nights  would  be  a  distinct  advantage. " 
With  this  in  mind,  would  any  interested  members  PLEASE  ADVISE  me, 
so  that  arrangements  may  be  made  if  the  response  is  sufficient." 

2:  "  I  would  appreciate  FEEDBACK  from  members  as  to  what  they 
would  like  to  see  or  do  in  future  SIGs,  also  OFFERS  of  venues  on  a 
one-off  basis  would  be  welcome." 

3:  "  If  anyone  can  assist  by  being -Co-ordinator,  even  if  it  is  only  on  a 
trial  basis,  or  would  allow  their  home  to  be  used  for  a  meeting,  PLEASE 
LET  ME  KNOW. " 

Note  the  key  words  -  ADVISE,  FEEDBACK,  OFFERS.  The  response 
was .  wait  for  it .  NIL! 

Following  the  outstanding  success  of  the  July  meeting  at  the  shop  of 
Pianos  Plus,  this  was  a  great  disappointment,  especially  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  there  are  now  19  known  owners  of  Yamaha  PSS-51  keyboards 
amongst  our  members.  This  alone  should  have  ensured  continuing 
success  for  the  SIGs. 

2  (yes  TWO)  people  turned  up  at  the  August  SIG.  Two  other  considerate 
people  rang  to  apologise.  It  appears  that  my  latest  (and  final)  offer  to 
resurrect  the  SIG  has  failed;  therefore  there  will  be  no  more  Music  Sigs 
unless  some  other  brave  soul  wishes  to  try  bashing  his/her  head  against  a 
brick  wall.  There  will  NOT  -  repeat  NOT  -  be  a  Music  SIG  in  September. 

On  the  other  hand,  help,  advice,  sympathy,  tea  &  biscuits  will  still  be 
available  from  me  to  those  in  need.  Ring  me  on  798-6552  if  you  would 
like  to  visit. 

NOTE:  "Music  Hardware  SIG"  -  At  7.30  pm  on  Monday,  20th 
September,  Pianos  Plus  will  again  open  their  shop  to  members  interested 
in  the  latest  music  hardware.  In  particular,  there  will  be  an  in-depth 
demonstration  of  the  Yamaha  PSS-51  for  those  who  wish  to  learn  more 
about  this  incredible  keyboard.  Phone  them  on  583-0590  if  you  wish  to 
attend. 


"  The  SEAUG  needs  YOU 

The  energetic  individuals  who  got  the  SEAUG  up  and  running  during  it’s 
first  two  years  are  no  longer  available  to  provide  the  one-way 
entertainment  that  members  enjoyed  and  now  appear  to  expect  routinely. 

SEAUG  needs  YOU  to  show  us  what  you  have  done  or  to  ask  for  help  in 
what  you  cannot  do.  Those  who  have  acquired  a  skill*  in  relation  to 
ANY  Amiga  process,  whether  it  be  animation  (the  Amiga’s  specialty);  a 
short  cut  not-in-the-manual  (which  means  just  about  everything  useful) 
of  an  application;  the  sequence  of  steps  necessary  to  produce  a  tangible 
result  i.e.  a  ‘demo’;  or  a  few  words  on  any  of  the  virtually  inexhaustible 
possibilities  of  the  operating  system  that  you  have  discovered.  Or  just  to 
come  along  and  talk. 

Robin  Whitehead  has  acquired  the  latest  A1200  and  we  believe  that  he 
will  test  fly  it  for  us  at  the  next  meeting  on  the  14th  September. 

The  SEAUG  elections  are  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  14th  September.  As  the 
current  Coordinator  was  pressganged  last  time,  a  golden  opportunity 
awaits  the  proud  new  incumbent  -  the  only  way  forward  is  UP. 

All  the  Best  to  the  incoming  committee 
Dick  Bartholomew  Coordinator 

skill. . any  operation  that  produces  a  wanted  result. 


ART  SIG 

by  John  Barlow 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  resurgence  of  interest  in  Amiga  graphics.  Perhaps  the  1200  is  partly  responsible, 
whatever  the  cause  it  is  great  to  see  some  new  faces  at  our  meetings.  I  hope  that  they  will  continue  to  attend  and 
enjoy  the  meetings.  I  would  like  to  encourage  anyone  attending  the  Art  SIG  to  bring  along  their  work,  no  matter  how 
small  or  simple,  either  on  disk,  video  tape,  or  on  their  computer.  This  way  everyone  has  a  chance  to  discuss 
techniques  and  perhaps  discuss  different  ways  of  achieving  the  same  or  similar  results.  Bring  along  any  problems 
(Computer  related)  too,  there  is  certain  to  be  several  people  at  the  meeting  eager  to  help.  The  Art  SIG  is  not 
exclusively  for  expert  computer  artists,  and  whilst  we  like  to  see  what  can  be  achieved  by  some  of  the  very  talented 
and  experienced  users  of  the  Amiga,  we  also  like  to  share  our  knowledge  and  encourage  more  people  to  try  this 
exciting  side  of  the  Amiga. 

Over  the  last  few  months  we  have  shown  the  Deluxe  Paint  Beginners  and  Deluxe  Paint  Advanced  videos.  This  month 
Geoff  Wood  brought  along  a  documentary  on  .computer  graphics,  called  Computer  Dreams.  The  two  Deluxe  Paint 
Videos  gave  a  lot  of  good  information  on  how  to  produce  various  effects  and  how  the  various  parts  of  the  program 
work.  Computer  Dreams  gives  lots  of  ideas  on  the  types  of  animations  or  techniques  that  could  be  attempted. 

One  of  the  things  that  seems  to  happen  regularly  at  At  SIG  meetings  is  that  someone  will  show  an  animation  or 
technique  that  they  have  been  playing  around  with  and  then  other  people  will  either  suggest  other  ways  of  doing  the 
same  thing  or  something  similar.  Often  then  additional  techniques  will  be  discussed  until  finally  a  small  idea  has 
brought  forward  a  myriad  of  ideas  and  techniques.  Its  not  just  the  beginners  who  pick  up  new  ideas  either.  There  are 
so  many  possibilities  with  Amiga  Graphic  packages,  that  the  more  they  are  discussed,  the  more  variations  seem  to 
emerge  and  the  more  everyone  learns,  experts  included. 

Geoff  Wood  showed  off  a  new  rotating  logo  that  he  has  created  with  Imagine  and  his  Opal  Vision  gear.  The  quality 
of  the  graphic  was  as  good  as  the  TV  Station  Logos.  With  the  Imagine  software,  the  Opal  Vision  hardware,  a 
reasonably  quick  computer,  and  a  lot  of  creative  talent  it  is  now  possible  to  produce  effects  that  can  match  anything 
on  TV.  The  only  limitations  are  time,  creative  tallent,  and  memory  and  hard  disk  capacity.  Unfortunately  Opal  Vision 
represents  a  considerable  extra  investment  for  most  Amiga  owners.  The  improved  graphics  capabilities  of  the  newer 
Amiga’s  tend  to  bring  these  machines  closer  to  the  Opal  Vision  standard,  so  effects  very  close  to  the  quality  that 
Geoff  produced  should  be  possible  on  a  1200  or  4000.  However  the  Opal  Vision  package  is  still  a  brilliant  one  and  I 
hope  that  continued  developement  will  see  Opal  Vision  become  a  benchmark  computer  graphics  program  like  Deluxe 
Paint  has  become  over  the  years. 

The  next  At  SIG  will  be  held  at  Apendale  on  Tuesday  21th  September  at  8.00  pm.  Ayone  interested  in  attending, 
or  finding  out  more  about  the  At  SIG  should  contact,  John  Barlow  at  the  next  AUG  meeting  or  call  on  5514760. 


SBtli  colour  S!f 

MONITORS: 

|iJ§8S  III 

Including  SCART  cabloand  3  months 

111  Amiga  500  computers 

Revision  6Moti«!rboard..;^ji4 

lllllfffahd  accessories 

Workbench  2.04  including  ROM  $99 | 
C64&  Amiga  games  &  mice  from  $6. 
|||  Large  stock  of  new  accessories,  §£■ 
vcables,  ribbons  etc. 

■  NUCLEUS  COMPUTER  SERVICES 
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Specialists  in  component  level  repairs 
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Authorised  Commodore  service:  _ 
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;  |  MULTITASKING  MimONS' |||» 

Iff:.-  •  .  By  Michael  Granat 

Here's  ipal  facts  to  warm  the  cockles  of  premier  Jeff  Kenaed's  heart  (ami  his  team,  of  economists)  -  an  Amiga  M 
recovery  for  Victoria  -  and.  why  not  Australia!.:  Right  now,  One  of  the  biggest  businesses  in  Australia  is  computer  gaming 
(read  and,.  beJiev^:;it;  prnpt,:.ttm  news  in  the  gaming  ihdnstry  is  Amiga,  Over  five  thousand  accelerated 

Amiga-based  video  gaming  machines  are  in  operation  around  Victoria,  in  Tabaret  casino-style  venues. 

Since  they  were  introduced  less  than  a  year  ago,  Amiga  based  gaming  machines  have  earned  over  two  thousand  million 
dollars  *  which  is  around  four  hundred.thousand  dollars  in  yearly  income  for  every  Tabaret  Amiga! 

'lhe:;;T6ta^zator  Agency  Board  (TAB)  that  owns  and  franchises  the  Tabaret  video  gaming  concept  (and  controls  all  legal 
race  belting  in  Victoria)  even  uses  Amigas  at  its  business  headquarters.  They  have  been  using  Amiga  3000s  in  their 
offices  from  as  far  back  as  late.  199  L  g 

Aieliabie  source  within  the  TAB  has  told  me  that  TAB  management  has  been  astonished  by  the  qualify  of  the  equipment, 
the  clarify,  speed  and  realism  of  the  graphics  and  the  unparalleled  reliability  of  the  Amiga  system  in  their  Tabaret  venues. 
Obviously,  so  has  the  gambling  public. 

To  the  best  of  my  inside  source's  knowledge,  there  have  been  no  major  equipment  failures  and  virtually  aero  down-time 
among  their  Sve  thousand  machines.  No  bugs  No  crashes.  ...  No  Guru  meditations.  Whaf  a  credit  to  these  Amigas 
and  to  the  people  Who  programmed  them  -  which  includes  some  of  our  own  AUG  club  members. 

Of  coarse,  there  are  those  that  think  that  MS-DOS  is  the  way  to  go  in  all  things.  Tattersalls  did  -  and  they  have  paid  dearlv 
for  their  mistake,  *  | 

Recently,  the  Tattersalls  MS-DOS  gaming  machines  were  caught  out  by  eagle  eyed  gamblers.  If  seems  that  some  patrons 
were  wafchinga  Tatts  machine  go  through  its  demo  mode  when  one  patron  noticed  that  the  demo  was  actually  giving 
away  mesequen&e  thatrmistbe 

Over  a  coupie  of  months,  •  these  pa  Irons;  virtually  drained  theTattersaiis  machines  of  millions  of  dollars.  -■  winning  with 
every  turn.  Not  surprisingly,  Tattersalls  was  not  amused  and  quickly  had  their  machines  re-programmed  so  that  they 
would  be. harder  to  catch  out. 

playing  Amiga, 

So  don't  lett’anypiiO  tells  you.;,  that  the  Amiga  isVnot ;  a  -  business:  computer.:  In  this  recession  Mt  economy? :  Amiga-  video 
gaming  is  the  biggest  business  there  is. 


Sunday,  31st  October  1993. 


Moonee  Ponds  Community  Centre, 
Mt  Alexander  Road,  Moonee  Ponds 
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Fish  Disks 


1871-890 


Fish  Disk  871 
ABackup 

A  very  powerful  backup  utility  that 
may  be  used  both  for  hard  disk  backup 
and  for  file  archiving JHss  a  full 
Intuition  interface,  a  "batch"  mode,  can 
save/load  file  selection,  handle  HD 
floppies,  use  any  external  compression 
program,  etc~.  Includes  both  English 
and  French  versions.  Version  2.43,  an 
update  from  version  2.40  oa  disk  838. 
Shareware,  binary  only. 

Author:  Denis  GoaneUe. 

D  Imp  Win 

A  GUI  interface  for  Dtsk-Imploder 
(included)  by  AJ.  Brouwer.  Dlmp  is 
one  of  the  most  efficient  disk  archivers 
available  for  the  Amiga.  It  offers  7 
different  levels  of  compression,  the 
ability  to  create  self-extracting 
archives,  MULTIPLE  CYLINDER 
RANGES,  ability  to  work  with  any 
floppy  compatible  device  (such  as 
RAD:  <&  FMS  disks)  and  it  can  also  add 
a  text-  file  to  the  archive  that  will  be 
displayed  during  extraction.  Via  the 
GUI  interface,  Dlmp- Win  will  invoke 
Dlmp  and  tell  it  what  to  do.  DImp-Win 
version  1.0,  Dlmp  version  2.27 . 
Requires  AmigaOS  2.04+.  Binary 
only. 

Author  Colin  Bell  (DImp-Win)  and 
AJ.  Brouwer  (Dlmp) 

Planetarium 

An  astronomy  program  which  displays 
and  animates  the  planets  of  the  solar 
system  at  specific  times.  Useful  for 
quickly  and  easily  determining  the  best 
times  to  view  the  planets,  observ-  ing 
retrograde,  etc.  Version  1.0,  OS  13, 
2a,  3.0  compatible.  Shareware,  binary 
only. 

Author  Jim  Schwartz 
StatRam 

Stat-RAM  or  ’SD0:’  is  a  very  fast 
recoverable  ram  drive  that  takes 
advantage  of  FFS  under  WB2  or  FFS 
International  under  WBZ1  or  3.  This 
work  is  based  on  ASDG’s  ’VDG:\ 
ASDG-RAM  has  been  reliable  for 
many  yean  since  it  was  placed  in  the 
PD.  However  it  has  always  been  slow 
because  it  uses  OFS,  or  old  file  system. 
On  accelerated  machines,  SD0:  is  up  to 
7  time*  faster,  and  averages  5  times 
faster  than  the  original  VEX):.  It’s  also 
4  to  5  times  faster  than  RRD.  It 
survives  the  deepest  re-boot,  even  the 
ColdReboot  of  rekicking  a  KS  file. 
Version  13,  binary  only. 

Author  Richard  Waspe 

Trashlcon 

A  WorkBench  2x  application  icon  to 
delete  files.  Puts  an  icon  at  a  possibly 
user  defined  position  on  the 
WorkBench  screen,  and  deletes  all  files 
that  are  dragged  onto  it  This  is  version 
1.4,  an  update  to  version  12  on  disk 
number  839.  Binary  only. 

Author  Mark  McPherson 

UnivConq 

A  strategy  game  where  two  human 
players  battle  for  control  of  the 
universe.  The  game  has  several 
variables  that  allow  the  playe»  to  vary 
the  density  of  planets,  the  initial 
number  of  ships,  and  the  length  of  play. 
Status  in  formation  is  con  tin-  uaily 
updated  to  allow  the  player  to 
concentrate  on  strategy,  not  statistics. 
Includes  digitized  pictures  and  sound. 

Version  1.08.  Compatible 
with  WB  13  &  2x.  Binary  only. 
Author  Randy  Wing 


Fish  Disk  872 
Convert 

A  units  conversion  utility  inspired  by 
’’Units"  (  by  Gregory  Simpson)  but  is 
easier  to  use  and  can  be  customized  by 
changing  the  data  file  (conv.dat)  alone 
and  does  not  require  recompila-  don  of 
the  program.  V1.3,  binary  only. 

Author  David  Whitmore. 

ToolManager 

Part  1  of  a  2  part  release  of  the  very 
popular  program  by  Stefan  Becker. 
This  part  contains  LHA  archives  of  the 
binary  files  and  graphics.  Part  2  can  be 
found  oa  disk  number  873. 
ToolManager  is  a  full  featured  program 
for  either  WorkBench  or  CLI  tool 
management.  Includes  the  ability  to 
add  menu  items  to  the  2.x  "Tools" 
menu,  add  WorkBench  icons  or  dock 
Windows.  Features  multi-column 
docks  that  automatically  detect  largest 
image  size,  ARexx,  sound  and  Locale 
support  Version  2.1,  an  update  to 
version  2.0  on  disk  number  752. 
Includes  source,  lots  of  graphic  images, 
and  programmer  support  for  using  the 
toolmanager.library.  Requires  2.x  for 
full  functionality. 

Author:  Stefan  Becker 

Fish  Disk  873 

Cross 

A  program  that  creates  crossword 
puzzles.  Has  a  message  data  file  to 
allow  easy  translation  into  almost  any 
human  language,  with  English  and 
German  currently  supported.  This  is 
version  5.1,  an  update  to  version  4.1  on 
disk  537.  Includes  source  in  M2Amiga 
Modula-2. 

Author:  Jurgen  Weinelt 
FInf 

A  very  versatile  directory  listing 
utility.  It  can  examine  the  contents  of 
files  and  display  a  short  type 
description.  In  addition,  FInf  has  a 
whole  slew  of  options  that  allow  you  to 
filter  files  by  type,  date,  age,  size  etc., 
as  well  as  recur-  sive  directory 
descending,  and  adjustable  output 
formatting.  So  next  to  simply  listing 
directories,  FInf  is  extremely  useful  for 
creating  hybrid  commands  that 
perform  functions  closely  tuned  to  your 
specific  needs.  Version  1.15,  binary 
only. 

Author  Peter  Stmijk 
MRI  coaSort 

MRIconSort  is  a  nifty  little  tool  which 
will  alphabetically  sort  and  align  your 
icons  and  optionally  create  icons  for 
files  and  drawers  which  don’t  have 
them.  If  you  have  drawers  with  tons  of 
icons  which  are  a  hopeless  jumble,  this 
program  is  for  you!  Version  1.01, 
binary  only. 

Author  Mark  R.  Rinfret 
ToolManager 

Part  2  of  a  2  part  release  of  the  very 
popular  program  by  Stefan  Becker. 
This  part  contains  an  LHA  archive  of 
the  source,  TeX  docs  and 
programmer’s  support  files.  Part  1  can 
be  found  on  disk  number  872. 
ToolManager  is  a  full  featured  program 
for  either  WorkBench  or  CLI  tool 
management.  Includes  the  ability  to 
add  menu  items  to  the  2a  'Tools'* 
menu,  add  WorkBench  icons  or  dock 
Windows.  Features  multi-column 
docks  that  automatically  detect  largest 
image  size,  ARexx,  sound  and  Locale 
support.  Version  2.1,  an  update  to 
version  2.0  on  disk  number  752. 
Includes  source,  lots  of  graphic  images, 


and  programmer’s  support  for  using  the 
toolmanager.library.  Requires  2a  for 
full  functionality. 

Author:  Stefan  Becker 

Fish  Disk  874 

DFA 

NOT  just  another  address  utility. 
DFA(ddress)  features  email  support, 
dialing,  different  types  of  printing 
addresses,  full  commodity  support, 
application  icon,  Arexx  port,  font 
sensitive  windows  and  can  be  fully 
directed  by  the  keyboard.  This  is 
version  1.23,  lots  of  enhancements  and 
bug  fixes  since  version  1.1  on  disk 
number  782.  Shareware,  binary  only. 
Author:  DirkFederiein 

TWA 

A  commodity  that  remembers  the  last 
active  window  on  any  screen.  If 
screens  are  shuffled,  the  window  is 
automatically  re-activated,  when  that 
screen  is  brought  to  front.  Version  1.2, 
an  update  to  version  1.0  on  disk  number 
781.  Binary  only. 

Author:  Matthias  Scheler 

Fish  Disk  875 

ADoc 

A  help  utility  for  the  Amiga.  Features 
include  automatic  search  of  any  work 
on  which  you  clicked,  ability  to  use 
Auto-  Doc  and  AmigaGuide  files, 
support  of  locale.library,  an  AREXX 
port,  and  more.  Version  3.01,  an 
update  to  version  1.21  on  disk  number 
747.  Binary  only. 

Author:  Denis  Gounelle 

APrf 

A  print  utility  with  a  full  Intuition 
interface,  a  preview  function,  page 
selection,  line  numbering, 

multi-columns  mode,  customizable 
headers  and  footers,  an  AREXX  port, 
an  AppWindow,  and  more.  Includes 
both  English  and  French  versions. 
Version  2.11,  an  update  to  version  1.40 
on  disk  number  747.  Binary  only. 
Author:  Denis  Gounelle 

AZap 

A  "new  generation"  binary  editor,  able 
to  edit  files,  memory  or  devices  tike 
hard  disks.  It  can  open  several 
windows  at  the  same  time,  supports 
localedibrary,  and  handles  all  OS3.0 
file  systems.  This  is  version  2.04,  an 
update  to  version  1.00  on  disk  number 
759.  Binary  only. 

Author  Denis  Gounelle 

Blanker 

An  attempt  to  provide  the  Amiga 
community  with  a  future-  compatible, 
easily  expandable  screen  blanker. 
Provides  a  a  platform  for  others  to  write 
custom  screen  blanker  modules  and  not 
have  to  worry  about  the  difficulties 
associated  with  setting  up  a 
Commodities  interface  and  dealing  with 
concur-  rency  problems.  Version  23, 
includes  source  and  several  sample 
blanker  modules. 

Author  Michael  D.  Bayne 

KillAGA 

Allows  you  to  run  old,  badly  written, 
programs  (mainly  demos  and  some 
games)  from  your  A1200/4000  hard 
disk  without  having  o  continually 
reboot  and  switch  chip  settings.  On 
return  from  the  program,  the  system 
returns  to  full  AG  A  state.  Version  2.0, 
binary  only. 

Author  Jolyon  Ralph 

SeekSpeed 

Measures  the  seek  performance  of  any 
valid  device.  It  works  by  using  the 
system’s  very  accurate  E  clock  and 
measures  the  time  taken  for  seeking  and 
reading  varying  numbers  of  sectors 
under  both  sequential  and  random 
access.  Every  test  is  per-  formed  100 
times  if  possible,  and  the  average 
reported.  GUI  interface,  can  be  run 
form  the  CLI  or  WB,  Requires 


OS2.Q4+.  Version  37.12,  binary  only. 
Author  Richard  Waspe 

Fish  Disk  876 

Army  Miner 

An  ultimate  "XMines-type"  game  that 
integrates  all  of  the  best  aspects  of  the 
previous  Amiga  versions  of  the  game. 
Options  include:  Automatically  mark 
or  dean  the  neighbours  of  a  square; 
Safe  start  (no  explosion  at  first  click); 
Safe  dick  (gadget-like  behavior  for 
squares);  Question  marks  (for  con¬ 
figuration  analysis).  You  can  also 
specify  your  own  custom  board 
settings.  The  game  has  a  very  useful 
pause  option,  sound  effects, 
high-score  tables  and  a  very  nice 
interface.  It  works  under  OS  v!3  or 
ZQ,  NTSC  or  PAL-  Version  1.1,  an 
update  to  version  1.0  on  disk  number 
851.  Binary  only. 

Author:  Alain  Laferriere 

BattleS  tar 

A  fun  text-based  adventure  game.  It 
is  reminiscent  of  Dungeon  (aka  Zork) 
and  Adventure.  You  start  out  on  a 
space  ship  under  attack  and  must  get 
off  and  back  to  the  planet  Ported 
from  UNIX,  with  very  little 
"amiga-i-zation”.  Runs  from  the  CLI 
only.  Includes  source. 

Author:  David  Riggle,  Amiga  port  by 
David  Ingebretsea 

Fish  Disk  877 

Lyapunovia 

A  mindboggjngly  colorful  program 
that  produces  fractal  pictures  from  a 
simple  mathematical  formula  called 
"Lyapunov  Space".  Lyapunovia 

pictures  vary  from  colorful  candy  to 
mean  metal  (or  something),  offering 
you  everything  you  ever  wanted  in 
visual  representation  of  mathematical 
abstractions.  Lyapun-  ovia  has  been 
tested  on  all  Amigas  from  WB13  to 
3.1.  The  program  supports  AGA 
graphics,  floating  point  units,  68020+ 
CPUs,  and  24-bit  output  (to  65000  x 
65000  pixelsl).  A  zoom  factor  of 
10,000,000,000,000,000  is  possible. 
Version  13,  an  update  to  VI. 0  on 
disk  784.  This  is  the  full  program,  the 
difference  between  the  unregistered 
and  the  registered  version  has  been 
eliminated.  Binary  only,  shareware. 
Author:  JesperJuul 

Fish  Disk  878 

bBaselll 

An  easy  to  use,  versatile,  yet  full 
featured  database  program  that  will 
run  on  any  Amiga.  Search  or  sort  on 
any  field,  print  mailing  labels, 
(un)delete  records,  mail  merge,  get 
reports  in  many  formats,  scramble 
files,  flag  records,  and  more.  Fields 
are  user-configurable,  so  bBase  can 
be  used  to  keep  track  of  addresses, 
tape  or  video  collections,  recipe  files, 
or  anything  else  you  can  think  of  - 
one  program  does  it  all!  bBaselll  is  a 
greatly  enhanced  successor  to 
bBasell.  Version  13,  an  update  to 
version  1.1  on  disk  number  760. 
Shareware,  binary  only. 

Author:  Robert  Bromley 

DockBrashes 

Fifty  plus  16 -color  dock  brushes  for 
use  with  ToolManager,  AmiDock,  or 
just  as  Icons. 

Author:  David  Voy 

DrChip 

Four  utilities  to  make  your  C 
programming  life  a  little  easier. 
Included  are:  ccb  —  A  C-source  code 
indentation  beautiSer;  list  -  generates 
lists  of  functions  from  either  C  or 
C++  files;  hdrtag  —  ViM,  Z,  and 
emnes  support  tags;  to  proto  - 
converts  source  code  to  and  from  old 
K&R  style  to  the  new  prototype-using 
style.  Binary  only,  freeware. 

Author:  Dr.  Charles  E.  Campbell,  Jr. 
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Scypmon  — 

Machine-language  monitor  with  many 
features.  Provides  you  with  ail 
functions  like  assembler,  disassemble, 
search,  transfer,  fill,  trackloadings  etc. 
Version  1.7,  fixes  2  nasty  bags  of 
version  1.6  and  should  now  run  without 
errors.  Binary  only. 

Author:  Joerg  BubLath 

Ftsfe  DiskSTf 

DkkTest 

A  utility  to  test  the  integrity  of  floppy 
and  hard  disks,  a-  la  Norton  Utilities. 
Version  2.10,  an  update  to  version  2.03 
on  disk  828.  Requires  AmigaDOS  2.04 
or  later.  Public  domain,  includes 
source. 

Anthon  Maurizio  LoretiL 
Find 

A  pattern  matching  program  which 
uses  the  weighted  Levans  the  in  distance 
algorithm.  Requires  OS1.04  or  later. 
Commodity  and  Arexx  Support 
Manual  in  AmigaGaide  format 
Version  1.0,  Includes  source. 

Anthon  Karlheinz  Klingbeil 

Mfflim 

A  utility  that  generates  millimetered 
paper  with  linear  or  logarithmic  scale 
(both  in  x  and  in  y)  on  a  PostScript  line 
printer  (on  whatever  printer,  with  a 
PostScript  interpreter  like  Post  from 
Adrian  Aytwari  disk  669).  Public 
domain,  includes  source  in  PostScript 
Anthon  Maurizio  Loreri. 

Watcher 

A  little  title-bar  commodity  which  can 
be  customized  to  show  various 
information  such  as  the  free  space  on 
hard  drive  par-  titioos,  free  memory, 
system  time  and  date  etc.  Font  and 
Overscan  sensitive,  can  jump  between 
public  screens  by  clicking  on  its  Zoom 
gadget  Includes  WatcherPrefs,  a 
utility  that  allows  you  to  customize 
what  Watcher  displays  and  its  general 
behavior.  Version  V37,  includes 
source 

Anthon  Franz  Hemmer 
Fish  DUk  880 
Oberon 

This  is  a  freely  distributable  demo 
version  of  a  powerful  compiler  for 
Oberon-2.  Oberon -2  is  one  of  the  most 
modem  object-oriented  languages. 
This  language  was  designed  with  the 
aim  to  increase  the  power  of  Modula-II 
and  to  extend  it  with  object-oriented 
facilities  while  reducing  its  complexity. 
This  implementation  features  a  parallel 
incremental  garbage-  collector,  a 
runtime  source- level  debugger,  fast 
compilation,  optimized  code,  language 
extensions  to  access  AmigaOS,  etc. 
Version  3.0,  an  update  to  version  1.16 
on  disk  380.  Binary  only. 

Anthon  Fridq’of  Siebert 

SnapWindow 

A  small  utility  that  allows  you  to  attach 
window  activation/  pop 

window-to-front  to  function  keys.  This 
allows  you  to  instantly  find  and 
activate  the  desired  window.  Also 
includes  a  sunmouse  and  screen 
blanker.  Version  1.0,  binary  only. 
Anthon  Jason  Scott  Chvat 

Fish  Disk  881 

CoipyC  DEMO 

A  DiskTool  for  making  backup  copies, 
formatting  relabeling,  installing  etc. 
Includes  selective  tracks,  doscopy, 
block-  copy,  rarocopy,  bitmapcopy, 
syncwords,  and  more.  Written  in 
assembly.  Version  1.0,  binary  only. 
Anthon  Ludwig  Huber 

Lyr-O-Mat 

A  simple,  fun  program  designed  to 
generate  sentences  out  of  a  word  list 
and  a  sentence  _  pattern  database. 
German  and  English  database  included. 
Version  IT,  an  update  to  version  1.0  on 


disk  number  863.  Includes  source. 
Author:  Karlheinz  Klingbeil 

PrintFiles 

A  freely  redistributable  print  utility  to 
replace  the  standard  workbench 
Printfiles  command.  Supports  Arexx, 
application  icon,  and  setting  up  a  print 
list  with  unlimited  number  of  entries. 
Requires  OS  2.04.  Includes  two 
versions,  V1.4e  in  English  and  VI  .4d 
in  German,  an  update  to  V0.91  on  disk 
number  683.  Binary  only. 

Anthon  Karlheinz  Klingbeil 

Shuffle 

A  small  game  to  play  whenever  you 
haven’t  something  else  to  do.  Turns 
your  workbench  into  a  "sliding-block" 
type  puzzle  game.  Requires  OS2.04  or 
later.  Version  1.0,  includes  source. 
Anthon  Karlheinz  Klingbeil 

Fish  Disk  882 

GALer 

GALs  (Generic  Array  Logic)  are 
programmable  logic  devices.  "GALer" 
is  the  software  and  the  hardware  which 
is  necessary  to  program  your  own 
GALs.  The  supported  GAL-types  are 
GAU6V8,  GAL16V8A,  GAL16V8B 
and  GAL2GV8,  GAL2QV8A, 
GAL20V8B.  The  circuit  diagram  for 
the  GAL  device  programmer  is  avail¬ 
able  from  the  author.  Version  1.4,  an 
update  to  version  13  on  disk  number 
633.  Now  includes  both  English  and 
German  versions.  Shareware,  includes 
source. 

Author  Christian  Habermann 
Solit 

A  freely-distribu  table,  non- Klondike, 
solitaire  card  game  for  the  Amiga 
under  Workbench  2.x.  Version  1.06, 
binary  only,  shareware. 

Author:  Felix  R-  Jeske 

Fish  Disk  883 

BBBBS 

Baud  Bandit  Bulletin  Board  System. 
Written  entirely  in  ARexx  using  the 
commercial  terminal  program 
"BaudBandit".  Features  include  up  to 
99  file  libraries  with  extended 
filenotes,  up  to  99  fully  threaded 
message  conferences,  number  of  users, 
files,  messages,  etc.  are  only  limited  by 
storage  space,  controlled  file  library 
and  message  conference  access  for 
users  and  sysops,  interface  to  extra 
devices  like  CD-ROM  and  others,  all 
treated  as  read  only,  complete  Email 
with  binary  mail  and  multiple 
forwarding,  user  statistics  including 
messages  written,  files  uploaded  or 
downloaded,  time,  etc,  plus  much 
more.  Now  includes  a  complete  offline 
reader/answer  called  bbsQUICICrexx. 
This  is  version  5.9,  an  update  to 
version  5.7  on  disk  761.  Includes 
complete  ARexx  source. 

Author:  Richard  Lee  Stockton 

bbsQUICK 

An  offline  read/reply/upload/download 
module  for  BBBBS.  Complete  GUI 
with  support  for  multiple  BBBBS 
systems.  Includes  complete  ARexx 
source. 

Author.  Richard  Lee  Stockton 

Fish  Disk  884 

All 

The  Archiving  Intuition  Interface 
makes  things  easier  if  you  are 
archiving  or  dearchiving  files.  You 
can  do  it  all  with  the  click  of  a  mouse 
button,  instead  of  typing  in  a  whole 
line  in  the  CLI.  Version  138,  an 
update  to  version  135  on  disk  825. 
Supports  several  archiving  formats 
including  LHa,  Zoo,  Arc,  UnArj,  and 
UnZip.  Requires  reqtools.library. 
Shareware,  binary  only. 

Author:  Paul  Mclachlan 

BackUP 

A  freely  distributable,  shareware  hard 


drive  backup  program  that  features  a 
custom  Intuition  interface,  multi-floppy 
drive  support,  high-density  drive 
support,  inoemeaial/fuli  backups, 
on-the-fly  compression  using  lh. library, 
optional  verify,  two  types  of  backup 
logs,  safe-backups  and  a  resiorable 
config-  u  ration.  BackUP  requires 
Workbench  2x,  1MB  RAM  and 
Ih. library  VI  (supplied).  Version  3.88 
is  an  update  to  V3.77  on  disk  number 
724,  containing  new  features,  some 
optimizations  and  a  few  bug  fixes. 
Binary  only. 

Anthon  Felix  R.  Jeske 

Budget93 

Ernie’s  Budget  program  for  maintaining 
checking,  credit  card  accounts  and 
personal  budgets.  Journal  input 
accounting  for  each  checking  and  card 
account  Automatic  distribution  of 
journal  entries  into  account  categories. 
Reports  by  month  for  journal  and 
account  categories.  Example  journals 
included.  Version  10.00,  binary  only, 
shareware. 

Author:  Ernie  Nelson 
P-Compress 

A  compression  program  that  produces 
smaller  files  faster  than  any  other 
current  general-purpose  cruncher,  using 
LZH  com-  pression  algorithms.  Can 
handle  single  files,  whole  drawers, 
disks,  or  selected  files  or  types  of  files 
within  drawers  and  disks.  Includes 
compression  and  decompression  object 
files  which  can  be  linked  to  your  own 
programs  to  allow  them  to  access  and 
output  data  in  LZH  format.  Version 
2.9,  an  update  to  version  23  on  disk 
760.  Provides  compatibility  with  0S3. 
Author:  Chas  A.  Wyndham,  LZH  code 
by  Barthel/Krekel 

PostSplit 

Update  of  the  Pages tream  Postscript  file 
splitter  found  in  the  PSTools  directory 
of  disk  732.  Also  includes  a  couple  of 
text  files:  pgsfonts.lst  -  a  listing  of  the 
most  common  DMF  Page-  stream  font 
ID  numbers.  Useful  for  finding  what 
fonts  were  used  in  a  document. 
Adobe.Ist  —  Listing  of  the  ID  numbers 
from  the  750  most  common  Adobe 
fonts  found  on  the  Amiga  and  PG 
Postsplit  version  1.05,  includes  source. 
Author:  Ian  Parker 

QuickTrans 

All  17  functions  of  mathtrans.library 
and  also  of  mathieeesing-  tras. library. 
Faster  and  about  as  accurate  as 
Commodore’s  libraries. 

Mathtrans.library  trig  functions  over 
twice  as  fast;  log  and  exponential  about 
3  times  as  fast  Mathtrans.  library  is 
update  of  quick trans  on  disk  number 
592.  Mathieee-  singtransdibrary  is 
new,  with  most  speed  gains  comparable 
to  those  of  mathtrans.libraiy.  Log  and 
tan  are  about  4  times  as  fast  as 
Commodore’s.  Version  100,  binary 
only. 

Author:  Martin  Combs 
S-Anim5 

Turns  AnimS  animations  (DPaint, 
Videoscape,  P-Animate  etc.)  into 
self-contained  self-displaying 

compressed  files  callable  from  the 
Workbench  or  CU.  As  with  S-Text 
and  S-Pic  these  solve  ail  decompression 
and  display  problems  and  save  a  lot  of 
space  as  welL  No  compiling  needed. 
Version  1.1,  freeware,  binary  only. 
Author.  Chas  A.  Wyndham 

S-Pic 

Turns  IFF  ILBM  pics  into  completely 
self-contained  self-  displaying 
compressed  files  callable  from  the 
Workbench  or  CLI.  As  with  S-Text  (on 
disk  number  #817),  S-Pic  will  give  you 
space-saving  files  which  can  be 
distributed  without  having  to  bother 
about  display  and  decompression 
compatibility.  No  compiling  needed. 
Version  1.2,  freeware,  binary  only. 
Author:  Chas  A.  Wyndham 


Fish  Disk  885 
False 

The  language  FALSE  and  it’s 
compiler  were  designed  for  only  two 
reasons:  building  a  working  compiler 
in  just  Ik  (!)  and  designing  a 
language  that  looks  cryptic  and  fuzzy 
(in  the  APL  tradition).  The  result  is  a 
language  that  is  quite  powerful  (for 
it’s  size).  It’s  a  Forth  type  language 
with  lambda  abstraction  and  lots  of 
other  goodies.  Version  IT,  includes 
source. 

Author:  Wouter  van  Oortraerssen 
K  Commodity 

Part  1  of  a  2  part  release  of  this 
popular  commodity.  This  part 
contains  the  binaries,  docs,  and 
support  files.  Part  2  contains  an  LhA 
archive  of  tire  sources  and  may  be 
found  on  disk  number  886. 
KCommodity  is  a  multifunctional 
commodity  for  OS  Z0.  Includes 
window-activator,  time-display  in 
several  modes  and  formats,  alarm 
function,  KeyStroke-Clicker,  time  to 
environment,  Window/Scxeea 

cycling.  Lefty  Mouse,  ESC- Key  can 
close  Windows,  Revision  Control 
System,  tele  fo  os  bill  calcu-  la  tor, 
Screen/Mouse-BIanker,  Mapping  of 
german  "Umlauts",  Popup  Shell 
Applcon  support,  user  definable 
HotKeys,  Exploding  Win-  dows, 
Screen  Dimmer,  Mouse  accelerator 
and  more.  Fully  con-  trollable  via 
ARexx-PorL  Completely  rewritten 
Userlnterface  and  several  new 
functions  tike  TagScreens  in 
enhanced  version.  Display  dump 
(which  may  dump  to  a  file,  too), 
localized  and  much  more.  Again 
"some"  bugfixes  were  made.  Version 
23a,  an  update  to  version  2.00  on 
disk  number  746.  Requires  OS  2.0  or 
later.  Written  in  assembly  for  speed 
and  efficiency.  Shareware,  includes 
source. 

Author:  Kai  Iske 
Fish  Disk  886 
Goal  Keeper 

Computer  Soccer  administration 
program.  With  this  program  you  can 
create  your  own  mini-League  with  up 
to  eight  teams.  Is  fit  for  the  European 
and  the  UK  way  of  counting  scores. 
Now  you  can  really  find  out  who’s 
the  best  at  ’Kick  Off  2\ 'Sensible 
Soccer*  or  real  soccer!  Version  1.0, 
includes  source. 

Author  Camiel  Rouweler 

KCommodity 

Part  2  of  a  2  part  release  of  this 
popular  commodity.  This  part 
contains  an  LhA  archive  of  the 
sources.  Part  1  contains  the  binaries, 
docs,  and  support  files  and  may  be 
found  on  disk  number  885. 
KCommodity  is  a  multifunctional 
commodity  for  OS  Z0.  Includes 
window-activator,  time-display  in 
several  modes  and  formats,  alarm 
function.  Key  Stroke-Clicker,  time  to 
environment,  Window/S<xeen 

cycling,  LeftyMouse,  ESC- Key  can 
close  Windows,  Revision  Control 
System,  telefone  bill  calcu-  lator, 
Screen/Mouse-BIanker,  Mapping  of 
german  "Umlauts",  PopUp  Shell 
Applcon  support,  user  definable 
HotKeys,  Exploding  Win-  dows, 
Screen  Dimmer,  Mouse  accelerator 
and  more.  Fully  con-  trollable  via 
ARexx-Port.  Completely  rewritten 
Userlnterface  and  several  new 
functions  tike  TagScreens  in 
enhanced  version.  Display  dump 
(which  may  dump  to  a  file,  too), 
localized  and  much  more.  Again 
"some"  bugfixes  were  made.  Version 
2.5a,  an  update  to  version  2.00  on 
disk  number  746.  Requires  OS  Z0  or 
later.  Written  in  Assembler  for  speed 
and  efficiency.  ShareWare,  includes 
source. 

Author:  Kai  Iske 
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PatchLibrary 

This  is  the  initial  release  of  the 
patch. library  programmer’s  pack.  It 
provides  easy-to-use  functions  to  safely 
install  custom  code  for  library 
functions.  Two  example  programs 
ShowNeededFfles  and  CPUClear 
demonstrate  how  the  library  works. 
SbowNeededFiles  patches  dos.  library 
to  print  messages  whenever  OpenQ, 
LoadSegO  or  LockQ  is  called. 
CPU  Gear  patches 

graphics.libraiy/BIOearO  to  use  the 
CPU  instead  of  tbs  Blitter.  Version 
135,  assembly  source  is  included  for 
the  example  programs. 

Anthon  Stefan  Fuchs 

Pyramid 

A  program  that  create  pyramids  under 
the  POV  ray  tracer  author-  izing  the 
user  to  set  up  parameters  such  as  the 
height,  the  texture,  the  number  of 
stages,  etc...  and  that  allows  one  to 
choose  the  pyramid  as  desired.  French 
and  English  versions,  with  two 
example  pictures.  Version  24),  Binary 
only. 

Anthon  Nicolas  Mougd 
TextPort 

Four  text  porting  utilities:  StripCR  - 
strips  the  CR  character  from  the 
ead-of-lioe  codes  of  MS  DOS  text  files, 
for  AmigaDOS  or  unix  compatibility. 
AddCR  -  converts  AmigaDOS  text 
files  to  MS  DOS,  but  doesn’t  touch 
EOL  codes  that  are  already  comp¬ 
atible.  StripHR  —  strips  out  hard 
returns  from  a  text  file,  leaving 
paragraph  formatting  intact  Useful  for 
wordproces-  sors.  Reformat  - 
re-wraps  a  text  file  to  a  different  line 
length.  Version  1.0,  PD,  includes 
source. 

Author  Alex  Matulich,  Unicom 
Research  Corporation 

TrackEd 

A  disk  sector  editor  with  user  friendly 
hexadecimal/ASCII  edit  possibilities. 
Data  can  be  searched  on  part  of  a  disk 
or  the  whole  disk  in  four  different 
ways.  Works  with  all  DFx:  drives. 
OSZO  or  higher  required.  Version 
134,  includes  source. 

Author:  Camiel  Rouweler 

Fish  Disk  887 

ARTM 

Amiga  Real  Time  Monitor.  Displays 
and  controls  system  activ-  ity  such  as 
tasks,  windows,  libraries,  devices, 
resources,  ports,  residents,  interrupts, 
vectors,  memory,  mounts,  assigns, 
locks,  fonts,  hardware,  responds,  a 
little  SystemMonitor  and  display  the 
last  Alert  Version  1.7,  an  update  to 
version  13  on  disk  65Z  Shareware, 
binary  only. 

Author  Dietmar  Jansen  and  F.  J. 
Merteas 

FHSpread 

A  Spreadsheet  program  that  uses  its 
own  custom  screen.  Can  be  switched 
between  hires,  laced  and  PAL,  NTSC 
Version  1.71,  should  work  on  any 
amiga  with  at  least  1MB.  Binary  only. 
Author  Frank  Hartog 

JACOsub 

Timed  script  player  for 
professional-quality  video  titling. 
Extremely  flexible  script  format  allows 
generation  of  outlines  &  shadows 
around  multiple  fonts,  complete  control 
over  position,  styles  margins,  color, 
aato-wordrapping,  etc;  Time  events 
may  be  non- sequential  and 
overlapping.  Displays  IFF  graphics 
with  the  title  text  Several  3rd-party 
script  formats  supported.  True 
mnitiple-video  buffering  for  super- 
clean  transitions  between  displays. 
On-the-fly  shift  and  ramp  time 
adjustments.  Thoroughly  tested  by 
many  users.  Version  13  shareware, 
binary  only,  includes  demo  and  fonts. 
Author  Alex  Matulich,  Unicom 
Research  Corporation 


ThrowMouse 

A  Workbench  tool  that  replaces  often 
used  mouse  clicks  through  icon 
tool  types.  May  be  used  with 
WBStartup  to  open  any  work-  bench 
drawer  etc.  Version  0.70,  freeware, 
binary  only,  with  source  available  from 
tire  author. 

Author:  Roland  Mainz 
Make!  ink 

A  replacement  for  the  CBM 
"MakeLink",  fully  compatible. 
Features  are  soft  &  hard  links,  links  to 
files  &  directories  and  link  loop 
warnings.  Version  0.90,  freeware, 
binary  only,  with  source  available  from 
the  author. 

Anthon  Roland  Mainz 
NBuff 

Rewrite  of  A.GR.  Martin’s  original 
DBuff  double-buffer  routines  from  an 
early  library  disk.  No  more  memory 
leaks  nor  misuse  of  MrgCopO!  The 
JACOsub  video  titier  uses  NBuff. 
NBuff  allows  any  number  of  video 
buffers,  not  just  two.  A  single  #define 
makes  it  fast  and  Intuition-unfriendly 
(like  DBuff)  or  friendly  (which  is  a  bit 
slower).  Another  #define  controls 
whether  NBuff  will  or  will  not  use  the 
Layers  library  for  transparent, 
automatic  buffer  boundary  clipping. 
Version  2.2,  PD,  C  source  +  binary 
demo.  Docs  in  NBuff.c. 

Author:  Alex  Matulich,  Unicom 
Research  Corporation 

SegTextMaster 

A  little  tool  for  programmers  who  need 
to  use  large  amounts  of  text  in  their 
programs  (1JB.  adventure  games).  It 
creates  an  array  of  characters  with  a 
header.  Makes  compiling/assembly 
time  very  quick  and  reduces  space 
requirements.  Requires  AmigaDOS 
1.2  or  higher.  Version  1.0,  binary 
only,  sample  source  for  application 
included. 

Author  Titus  v.  Kraft 
XIOCommander 

Allows  owners  of  the  X10(R)  CP290 
HOME  CONTROL  INTERFACE  to 
program  the  128  event  capable 
interface  or  send  direct  commands 
through  it  to  control  lights,  appliances, 
etc;..  Version  1.0,  binary  only. 

Author:  Gregory  MacKay 

Fish  Disk  888 

CFN 

When  working  in  the  Shell  allows  you 
to  complete  filenames  by  just  hitting 
the  <TAB>key  in  a  manner  similar  to 
that  commonly  found  on  UNIX 
systems.  When  similar  filenames  exist, 
CFN  will  complete  the  file  name  up  to 
the  point  they  differ,  then  wait  for  you 
to  add  more  characters,  after  which  you 
can  simply  press  the  <TAB>key  again 
to  complete  a  unique  file  name. 
Version  1.0,  includes  source. 

Author  Andreas  Gunther 

MainActor 

A  modular  animation  package 
containing  modules  for  various 
animation  and  picture  formats.  You 
can  or eate/edit/tim e/play  animations  of 
any  size.  An  arexx  port  is  integrated. 
Version  1.0,  binary  only. 

Author  Markus  Moenig 

New  List 

The  ultimate  ’Is’.  Fast,  small, 
powerful  and  fully  config-  urable. 
Features  include  links,  networking. 
Envoy,  mufs,  assign  adds,  datatypes,  a 
pager,  complete  output  formatting 
(date,header,etc),  various  recursions, 
and  ail  the  sorts  and  filters  a  person 
will  ever  need.  Newlist  runs  in  10 
major  languages  as  well.  Version  8,  an 
update  to  version  6.0  on  disk  number 
597,  binary  only,  WBZ0+  required. 
Author  Phil  Dietz 

SwitchWindow 

A  replacement  for  the  CBM  "IHelp" 


commodity.  It  allows  you  to  arrange 
the  windows  in  many  different  ways  via 
hotkeys  and  a  powerful  REXX  port 
Version  035,  freeware,  binary  only, 
source  available  from  the  author. 

Author  Roland  Mainz 

Fish  Disk  839 

Csh 

Replacement  for  the  Amiga  shell, 
similar  to  UN*X  csh.  Main  features 
include  over  100  built  in  commands,  70 
functions,  new  system  variables,  file 
name  completion,  freely  programmable 
command  line  editing,  file  classes,  auto 
cd,  lazy  cd,  intuition  menus  for  the  shell 
window,  automatic  RX-ing,  local 
variables,  $(  \  statement  blocks,  high 
speed,  plus  much  more.  This  is  version 
531,  an  update  to  version  5.19  on  disk 
624.  Includes  source. 

Author:  A.  Kirchwitz,  U.  Dominik 
Mueller,  G  Borreo,  S.  Drew,  M.  Dillon 

DiskCat 

DiskCat  is  a  disk  cataloged  The  files 
can  be  organized  any  way  you  want. 
You  can  make  and  name  any  category 
you  care  to.  Categories  and  files  can  be 
moved.  Through  menu  selection,  all 
disks  that  are  inserted  are  automatically 
searched  and  the  useful  information 
copied.  A  40  char  comment  can  be 
entered  for  each  file.  The  database  can 
be  searched  and  exported.  Version  13, 
requires  OS  Z04+,  binary  only, 
shareware. 

Author:  Kenny  Nagy 
DxConverter 

Converts  binary/hex/ULONG 

i  n  tegeis/AS  Cl  I/RA  WKE  Y  codes  to 
binary/hex/ULONG  integer  or  ASGI. 
Fully  intuitionalized.  Version  1.0, 
binary  only,  freeware. 

Author:  Kenny  Nagy 

SCSIutil 

A  CLI  utility  to  issue  commands  to  a 
SCSI  disk  using  a  spe-  cific  SCSI  id 
number.  Commands  include  inquiry, 
seek,  start/  stop  motor,  read  sectors), 
play  audio  CD  sectors,  insert,  eject, 
read  capacity,  etc.  Version  1.815,  an 
update  to  version  1.0  on  disk  number 
669.  Freeware,  includes  source; 

Author:  Gary  Duncan  and  Heiko  Rath 

Fish  Disk  890 

DiskMate 

A  disk  utility  with  multidrive  disk 
copier  (either  DOS  or  non-  DOS  disks), 
disk  formatter,  disk  eraser,  disk 
installer,  and  floppy  disk  checker. 
Version  43,  an  update  to  version  4.1  on 
disk  number  854.  Binary  only. 

Author:  Malcolm  Harvey 

Drop  Box 

WorkBench  Applcon  Commodity  that 
examines  the  filename  of  the  file 
dropped  in  it,  then  searches  a 
configurable  database  for  an  action  to 
perform  on  it,  such  as  read,  display, 
edit,  unaxc,  etc.  Requires  OS  24)4+. 
Version  1.01,  binary  only. 

Author:  Steve  Aaichini 

FileRexx 

Opens  an  ASL-filerequ  ester  on  the 
frontmost  PublicScreen,  and  prints  the 
selected  file/directory  to  StdOut,  into  an 
environ-  ment-variable  (if  choosen),  or 
into  an  arexx- variable  (if  File  Rexx  h as 
opened  a  rexx-host).  The  size  of  the 
filerequester  will  adjust  automatically 
to  the  actual  visible  screensize  if  not 
affected  from  the  given  arguments. 
Version  13,  binary  only. 

Author:  Michael  Hohmann  and 

Hartmut  Goebel 

LogicShop 

Build  and  test  logic  circuits. 
Everything  is  accessed  from  an 
intuition  interface.  Version  IT,  binary 
only,  freeware. 

Author:  Kenny  Nagy 


OnTheBall 

Demo  version  of  a  desktop  aid  that 
contains:  Calendar  —  View  &  Print 
adjustable  week,  month,  and  yearly 
schedules.  Search  forward  & 
backward  through  appointments.  9 
repeal  modes,  reminder  with  snooze. 
Addressbook  —  Mailing  labels,  auto- 
dialer.  Search  &  sort  by  any  field. 
Attatch  notes.  To-Do  List  -  Sorts  by 
optional  due  dates.  Scare  h/Prin'c 
Notepad  -  Full-featured  text  editor, 
have  as  many  notes  open  at  one  time 
as  you  like.  Attatch  notes  to  any 
entry  in  any  application. 
Multi-lingual  works  on  all  Amigas. 
Preferences.  ARexx.  Imports  Mag(c) 
files.  Create  personalized  "Tags". 
Much  more—  V1.10,  binary  only. 
Author:  Jason  Freund,  Pure  Logic 
Software 

SltChr 

Allows  users  of  ASDG’s  CygnusEd 
Professional  to  select  a  character  via 
point-n -click  rather  than  having  to 
remember  (or  lookup)  the  ascii 
key  code  for  it  Useful  for  entering 
international  special  or  infrequently 
used  characters.  Version  1.0,  includes 
source  in  G  Requires  AmigaDos  Z0. 
Author.  Njaal  Fisketjoen 


Stop  Press 

The  PD  Library 
now  carries 

"MegaDisc" 

Australia’s  No.  1  disk 
based:  magazine  is  now 
available  to  AUG 
members  at  the  special 
price  of 

$16.00 

($2  off  RRP) 


FOR  SALE 

Original  Amiga  Software  w/- 
orig  manuals/packages  ...never 
been  used  !! 

Last  Ninja  3,  Charge  Of  The 
Light  Brigade 

$25.00  ea. 
RailRoad  Tycoon,  Action 
Stations,  MidWinter2 

$35.00  ea. 

Abacus  Book  -  Amiga 
Machine  Language 

$20.00 

Handbook  Guides  -  F-15 

Strike  Eagle,  F-19  Stealth  Air 
Combat,  Sim  City  Planning 
Commission,  Roger  Wilco 
Space  Quest  1-4  Guide 

$25.00  ea. 

..all  books  brand  new  !! 
(03)580-8002  askforDARYl 
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Tuesday 

Aug  10 

SEAUG  Meeting 

Sunday 

Aug  15 

Holmesglen  Meeting 

Monday 

Aug  16 

Music  SIG 

Tuesday 

Aug  17 

Art  SIG 

Wednesday 

Aug  18 

NWAUG  Meeting 

Wednesday 

Sep  1 

NWAUG  Meeting 

Friday 

Sep  3 

Deadline  for  Articles, 
October  Workbench 

Tuesday 

Sep  14 

SEAUG  Meeting 

Wednesday 

Sep  15 

NWAUG  Meeting 

Sunday 

Sep  19 

Holmesglen  Meeting 

Monday 

Sep  20 

Music  SIG 

Tuesday 

Sep  21 

Art  SIG 

Friday 

Oct  1 

Deadline  for  Articles, 
November  Workbench 

Wednesday 

Oct  6 

NWAUG  Meeting 

Tuesday 

Oct  12 

SEAUG  Meeting 

Sunday 

Oct  17 

Holmesglen  Meeting 

Monday 

Oct  18 

Music  SIG 

Tuesday 

'  •  •  •  ‘ 

Oct  19 

Art  SIG 

Wednesday 

Oct  20 

NWAUG  Meeting 

Sunday 

Oct  31 

NWAUG  Amiga  Expo 

Wednesday 

Nov  3 

NWAUG  Meeting 

Friday 

Nov  5 

'**  -y'[  .  -■ 

Deadline  for  Articles, 
December  Workbench 

Tuesday 

Nov  9 

SEAUG  Meeting 

Wednesday 

Nov  17 

NWAUG  Meeting 

Sunday 

Nov  21 

Holmesglen  Meeting 

Monday 

Nov  22 

Music  SIG 

Wednesday 

Dec  1 

NWAUG  Meeting 

Wednesday 

Dec  15 

NWAUG  Meeting 

Sunday 

Dec  19 

Holmesglen  Meeting 

Workbench  Steering  Meeting 


There  will  be  a  meeting  held  at  the  Homesglen  meeting  to 
discuss  the  future  layout  and  content  of  the  Workbench.  We’d 
really  like  to  hear  from  anyone  who  has  any  ideas  as  to  what 
they  would  like  to  see  in  future  months,  and  how  they  would 
like  it  presented. 


Holmes  glen  AUG  meetings  are 
held  on  the  the  third  Sunday  of 
each  month  at  2.00  p.m.  Doors 
open  at  1.00  p.m.  The  venue  is 
the  Conference  centre  at 
Holmesglen  T.A.F.E.  College  on 
the  corner  of  Warrigal  Road  and 
Batesford  Road,  Holmesglen 
(Melways  Map  69  reference  FI). 

North  West  AUG  meetings  are 
held  on  the  first  and  third 
Wednesday  from  7.30  p.m.  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  Essendon 
Community  Centre,  comer  of 
Mt.Alexander  Road  and  Pascoe 
Vale  Road,  Essendon  (Melways 
Map  28  reference  J7). 

South  East  AUG  meetings  are  held 
on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  each  month 
from  7.00  p.m.  in  the  Cheltenham 
Hall,  comer  of  Nepean  Highway 
and  Charman  Road,  Cheltenham 
(Melways  Map  86  reference  HI). 

Music  SIG  meets  at  varying 
locations  on  the  day  after  the 
Holmesglen  meetings.  Contact  the 
SIG  Convenor  at  the  number  given 
in  SIG  reports  for  details. 

Art  SIG  meetings  are  held  on  the 
3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month  (N.B. 
this  is  NOT  always  the  Tuesday 
following  the  Holmesglen 
meeting!!  The  venue  may  vary, 
so  check  the  Art  SIG  reports  for 
the  location  of  the  next  meeting. 

If  you  are  arranging  (or  know  of 
any)  forthcoming  meetings, 
demonstrations,  lectures  or  other 
events  that  would  interest  readers, 
please  let  us  have  the  details  so 
that  we  can  publicise  them  here. 
Country  members  are  encouraged 
to  use  this  calendar  for  local 
events. 

Event  Organisers! 

The  dates  in  the  calendar  are  based 
on  information  provided  to  us.  If 
the  dates  are  incorrect  or  changed, 
please  advise  the  editor  as  early  as 
possible  to  ensure  updating  of  the 
calendar. 
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North  West  AUG  meets 
on  the  first  floor  of  the 
Essendon  Community  Centre 
every  second  Monday 
from  7.30  pm. 

Mclway  Map  28  Reference  -  J  7 


South  East  AUG  meets 
at  the  Cheltenham  Hall 
on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of 
each  month  from  7.00  pm. 

Melway  Map  86  Reference  -  HI 
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